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The Ohio Valley Construction Employers Council, Inc. is a multi-employer contractors’ trade association consisting of member 
firms primarily engaged in the construction and related industries. Organized in the 1940’s as the Ohio Valley Builders Exchange, 
Inc., the organization grew out of a conviction among a group of astute, farsighted contractors that believed industry objectives 
can best be attained by team work and cooperation - by ASSOCIATION.
 
Restructured in 1973 as an amalgamation of various local contractor associations in the Valley, the OVCEC represents all facets 
of the construction industry including: The Wheeling Area Association of Plumbing, Heating and Cooling Contractors; The 
Wheeling/Steubenville Area Sheet Metal and Roofing Contractors’ Association; The Wheeling/Steubenville Association of 
Painting Contractors; and The West Virginia Highway/Heavy Contractors’ Association. The Construction Employers Council 
has developed a close liaison with the West Virginia Construction Council, the Ohio State Construction Council, and the 
National Construction Employers Council (NCEC). Close liaison with tri-state sister associations serves to further develop the 
organization’s regional coverage of West Virginia, southeastern Ohio and portions of Western Pennsylvania.
 
The Ohio Valley Construction Employers Council, Inc. is dedicated to the advancement of the construction industry and the 
protection of its members and the general public.
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National Road Utility Supply, Inc. was 
founded in 1985 on quality principles, 
products, and service. We continue today 
with these same three ideals. NRUSI 
stocks and distributes a broad line of 

water works supplies and materials to 
municipalities and contractors. With three 
locations to serve you, you can count on  
the high quality of service our customers 
have come to expect from us.

The presidential election is over, vaccines for the COVID 19 Corona Virus will begin 
distribution as early as mid-December with Ohio scheduled to get one of  the first batches 
and the Dow Jones Industrial Average closed above 30,00 points for the first time ever on 
November 24, 2020. Although the nation is still in the throes of  a resurging pandemic, there is 
an undercurrent of  optimism that the worst may be behind us. Despite warnings and advice 
from government health officials, many Americans, perhaps seeing the proverbial light at the 
end of  the tunnel and fueled by the pent-up desire to socialize are anxious to rejoin with friends 
and family this holiday season. 

Right now it may be hard to look past the newspaper headlines each morning announcing 
the rising number of  new positive COVID cases and the climbing death toll. But there is 
reason for optimism. The future is looking brighter. According to Reuters, economic news 
continues to show a slowing pace of  recovery but recovery, nonetheless. Key professionals in 
the construction industry are indicating more optimism about 2021. Data shows how much the 
sentiment has reversed from the end of  2019. Roughly 90% of  architects, general contractors, 
and specialty contractors see the construction market as improving or stable during the next 
3 years. While that may be a function of  experiencing the recession that was feared in the 4th 
quarter of  2019, the positive sentiment is also a reflection of  the optimism about a medical 
solution and the improvements in the labor market. 

Job gains slowed in October, compared to September, but remained on a pace that lowered 
the unemployment rate to 6.9%. Employers added 638,000 new jobs in October and jobs 
gains in September and August were revised slightly upward. The workforce participation 
rate edged up to 61.7%, which is 1.7 percentage points lower than the peak in February. 
Last week’s unemployment claims showed that first-time and new permanent unemployment 
claims remain above 1.1 million combined. The first estimate of  3rd quarter GDP growth was 
announced Oct. 29 and showed a 7.4% increase from the second quarter. The U.S. economy 
has recovered about two-thirds of  the pace of  GDP from February.

The construction industry is a key driver in this economic recovery. Infrastructure and private 
construction projects have for the most part continued unabated. Construction companies, 
unions and suppliers have faced and will continue to face obstacles related to the pandemic for 
years to come. With new challenges comes new opportunities. The construction industry will 
adapt and continue to drive the economic recovery. This crisis too will pass, and the construction 
industry will continue to not only persevere but thrive. It is time to proceed cautiously but focus 
on the future. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’SREPORT

The 
construction 
industry is a 
key driver in 

this economic 
recovery

Jack Ramage



 

KARRAS PAINTING LLC 

Karras Painting LLC, one of the oldest painting 
companies in the Ohio Valley, was started in 1943 by 
Michael Karras. Formerly a ship’s captain in the Greek 
Merchant Marines, Karras came to America as a young 
man and married Betty Valan, whose father started 
the firm J.M. Valan Company, and settled in the Ohio 
Valley. Michael Karras started the business as a sole 
proprietorship operating from his home. In 1969 the 
company incorporated, expanding services and areas 
of operation and have in peak time employed as many 
as 40 painters. Wishing you a 

Happy Holiday Season
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And the winner is.....?? After months of  raucous campaigning and four 
days of  uncertainty and endless counting of  mail in, provisional, absentee, 
early and segregated ballots, all of  the major news agencies announced on 
Saturday, four days after state polls were closed, that former Vice President Joe 
Biden had reached 270 electoral votes and was declared the 46th President 
Elect of  the United States. 

Biden’s heavily contentious win over incumbent President Donald Trump 
was sealed when close voting results from Wisconsin, Michigan and, finally, 
Pennsylvania concluded and all three states delivered slim majorities to the 
democratic challenger. These three states, dubbed by political observers as 
the “blue wall”, were instrumental in electing President Trump in 2016. They 
flipped back to Biden and the democratic party in 2020. 

We must note that President Trump has, to date, refused to concede and 
accept the results of  the 2020 presidential election. He continues to cite voter 
fraud and other vague voting irregularities in states where he lost, especially 
in states where there was a concentration of  mail in voting and democratic 
leadership. He has vowed to appeal the results and has promised that his legal 
team will file suits in federal courts challenging the declaration of  Joe Biden 
as the presidential winner. Most legal election experts, citing a lack of  any real 
or hard evidence, give President Trump little chance to repudiate the vote in 
unfavorable states. 

More than 145 million Americans voted in this year’s presidential election. On 
a national level, and with some votes still being tallied, President Elect Biden 
has received over 75 million votes to approximately 71 million for President 
Trump. The 2020 presidential election saw more Americans casting votes 
than in any other national election. Even with the continued looming threat 
of  the corona virus, 65% of  eligible American voters exercised their right to 
select their elected representatives. This level of  voter participation is close to 
a national benchmark and, as some would say, a modern model of  democracy.

Although Americans returned the democrat party to the country’s highest 
elected office, there was very little evidence of  democratic coattails delivering 
super majorities in the US Congress and statehouse. With some votes still 
being counted, it looks like democrats will lose 4-6 seats in the US House while 
still maintaining leadership control. The final US Senate numbers won’t be 
decided for a few months. Currently, Republicans likely control 50 seats, and 
the Democrats control 48. There will be two January run off races in Georgia 
for two open seats. This special runoff election is necessitated by a quirk in 
Georgia election law requiring the winning candidate to achieve a 50% vote 
level to be declared a winner. Unfortunately, little-known third-party candidates 
pulled enough votes from the two party’s standard bearers that special 
elections are needed. Should the democratic candidates prevail in January, the 
US Senate will be thrown into a deadlocked 50-50 split. Vice President Elect 
Kamala Harris will then cast any tiebreaker vote. Although the democratic 
party has made significant recent gains in Georgia party registrations, it is 
hard to imagine Georgia voters deciding to give the democrats a one-party 
control of  the US Congress. We anticipate that at least one of  the republican 
candidates will win their special election thereby securing republican control 
of  the US Senate which will again be led by Kentucky’s Mitch McConnell.

WEST VIRGINIA ELECTION RESULTS
If  the national election revealed that we are an uncannily divided nation, 
the West Virginia results proved that the Republican party, after conducting 
a stunning red storm sweep, has turned the state into a virtual one party 

government monopoly and left the democratic party scrambling for answers.

Incumbent republican Governor Jim Justice, who ran as a democrat four 
years ago, easily defeated the democratic nominee, Kanawha County 
Commissioner Ben Salango, by a resounding 65% - 31% margin. All other 
republican statewide incumbents were equally successful: Attorney General 
Patrick Morrisey defeated labor lawyer, Sam Petsonk, 64% - 36%; Secretary 
of  State Mac Warner repelled an attempt by Natalie Tennant to get her 
old job back, 58% - 42%; State Auditor, John McCuskey handily beat his 
challenger, Mary Claytor, in a rematch of  their 2016 match up, 67% - 33%; 
Agriculture Secretary Kent Leonhardt defeated current Monongalia County 
State Senator, Bob Beach, by another 65% - 35% margin; rounding out the 
sweep, former republican Delegate Riley Moore defeated 24 year incumbent 
John Perdue to take the State Treasurer’s job and complete a republican 
sweep of  the Board of  Public Works.

There were no democratic breakthroughs at the state federal level. Incumbent 
US Senator Shelley Moore Capito routed her democratic opponent, Paula 
Jean Swearangin, by a whopping 70% to 30% spread. All three republican 
incumbent US Congressional Representatives were easily reelected by 
overwhelming majorities: our own OVCEC member, David McKinley, 
gathered 69% of  the vote in the 1st District seat; Alex Mooney received 63% 
of  his 2nd District vote ; and, in the southern coalfields, Carol Miller won with 
an impressive 71% of  the total vote count.

The red route was most revealing in the West Virginia Legislative races. In the 
State Senate, republicans picked up an additional three seats to increase their 
leadership majority from 20-14 to a 23-11 super majority. The republican 
gains were somewhat unexpected in the State Senate. Most political observers, 
including me, predicted a loss of  one to two seats. The democrats were buoyed 
by the recruitment of  talented challengers and they invested heavily in certain 
democratic incumbents. The Affiliated Trades Council (ACT), in conjunction 
with various state trade unions, was so confident of  electing democratic 
candidates that it invested approximately $3 million dollars in seven various 
Senate races in an attempt to flip the Senate back to democratic control. The 
republican sweep, coupled with the lingering sting of  labor money pitted 
against republican incumbents, will surely militate against any pro-labor 
legislation in 2021 and, perhaps, beyond. 

Locally, 1st District republican incumbent, Ryan Weld, defeated Hancock 
County Delegate Randy Swartzmiller by a 53% to 47% margin. In the 2nd 
District, Republican incumbent, Senator Mike Maroney, overcame a few 
specious and petty police investigations to withstand a challenge by Marshall 
County teacher, Josh Gary, 56%-44%.

The West Virginia House of  Delegates will experience republican majorities 
that haven’t been seen in generations. Republicans will pick up an expected 
16 new seats in the WV House. These new republican held seats, along with 
the remaining 59 seats currently held by the GOP, will give Speaker Hanshaw 
and his leadership team a 75-25 super majority.

In local House races: Incumbent Pat McGeehan (R-1st) and former 
republican Delegate Mark Zatezelo will be representing Hancock County; 
in Brooke County, incumbent democrat, Phil Diserio, will return by a 56%-
46% margin; two Ohio County incumbents, republican Erikka Storch and 
democrat Shawn Fluharty were easily reelected to another two year term in 
the 3rd District; Marshall County and the 4th District will be represented 
by incumbent democrat, Lisa Zukoff, and republican newcomer, Charlie 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

BY PAT MCCUNE

WEST VIRGINIA & 
OHIO
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Reynolds. Reynolds led the extremely close race with 36% of  the district vote, 
while Zukoff received 34%; lastly, incumbent democrat Dave Pethtel will 
again represent the 5th District. Pethtel defeated the republican challenger, 
Phillip Riley, with 54% of  district’s Wetzel and Monongalia County votes. 

OHIO ELECTION RESULTS
Many of  the state’s democratic leaders, as well as numerous political observers, 
went into the 2020 election believing that Ohio voters, still reeling from the  
republican ethical fallout surrounding HB 6 and First Energy,  would reward 
democratic candidates and make the party more relevant on policy issues 
and political leadership. They were all wrong. Ohio voters shrugged off the 
indictments of  former House Speaker Larry Householder, his political advisor 
and loyal lobbyists to give the republican party another impressive victory and 
cement Ohio as a dependable red state.

2020 was an off-year election in the Buckeye State. Governor DeWine and the 
state’s executive leadership team will be up for re-election in 2022. Additionally, 
none of  Ohio’s US Senators were on the ballot. Nevertheless, state voters 
overwhelmingly endorsed the reelection of  President Trump by a 53% to 
45% margin of  victory. State voters also voted for all of  the 16 incumbent 
US Congressional Representatives, including another impressive victory for 
Congressman Bill Johnson. Republicans maintain their 12-4 margin in Ohio’s 

membership in the US House of  Representatives. There is one bright spot 
for the democratic party - former Secretary of  State, Jennifer Brunner, upset 
Incumbent Justice Judi French to win a spot on the state Supreme Court. Even 
with Brunner’s surprising win, Republicans still maintain a 4-3 advantage on 
the state’s highest Court.

Republicans made slight gains in the General Assembly. With a few recounts 
still pending, the GOP is predicted to pick up two seats in the House of  
Representatives and increase their leadership margin to 63-36. Wintersville 
businessman, Rich Ferguson, will replace term limited Jack Cera as the new 
republican Representative for District 96. Republicans also picked up one new 
seat in the State Senate, giving them an unprecedented 25-8 super majority. 
Locally, incumbent republican Senator, Frank Hoagland, was handily 
reelected to represent eastern Ohio for another four years. Most importantly, 
given the continued iron clad control of  the General Assembly, the GOP will 
surely impose its vision of  an acceptable redistricting plan for the next decade 
of  political aspirants.

CAST & BAKER, of  Canonsburg, PA, was awarded the contract 

for street resurfacing in Barnesville, OH. The $600,000 project 

consisted of  street paving for the city of  Barnesville. The project 

was set to be completed in October 2020.

In Wheeling, WV the Wheeling National Guard Water Tower 

Cooling Project was awarded to CATTRELL COMPANIES, 

INC., of  Toronto, OH. The $150,000 projected consisted of  

replacing two cooling towers at the Wheeling National Guard 

Complex and was completed in October 2020.

SHELLY & SANDS, INC., of  Rayland, OH, won the contract for 

the $2 million roadway rehabilitation project in Jefferson County, 

OH. The project was set to resurface several streets, including 

pavement repairs and pavement markings, and is slated to begin 

in early December.

EAST COAST METAL SYSTEMS, of  Triadelphia, WV, was 

awarded the contract to fabricate the ALUCOBOND Plus 

panels that were installed on the new Esperanza Brighton Park 

Health Center in Chicago, IL. The $27 million project was 

completed earlier this year.

The Ohio Department of  Transportation awarded a $275,000 

slide repair project to OHIO-WEST VIRGINIA EXCAVATING, 

of  Powhatan Point, OH. The project is set to begin in  

January 2021.

JAMES WHITE CONSTRUCTION CO., of  Weirton, WV, was 

awarded the contract for Phase III of  the Wheeling sewer system 

improvement plan. The $2.1 million project is part of  the city’s 

separation project for water pollution control. Work began in late 

November 2020.

SHELLY & SANDS, INC, of  Columbus, OH won several 

contracts from the Ohio Department of  Transportation for road 

repairs, lane resurfacing, and bridge rehabilitation in a number 

of  counties in Ohio. The projects total over $11 million with 

work beginning this winter.

CATTRELL COMPANIES, INC., won the contract for work on 

the wastewater treatment plant in Steubenville, OH. The $3 

million project consists of  upgrading the secondary aeration 

system and replacement of  the peracetic acid disinfection system. 

Work is set to begin in December 2020.

OHIO-WEST VIRGINIA EXCAVATING, of  Powhatan Point, 

OH was awarded the contract for work on the Reeds Mill 

Pump Station in Jefferson County, OH. The project will see 

the installation of  new electrical controls structure, along with 

pumps and motors, plus a new HVAC system.

GRAE-CON CONSTRUCTION, INC., out of  Marietta, OH, 

won the contract for the West Virginia University Parkersburg 

Library Renovations project. The $3 million project consisted of  

renovation of  the floors, walls, ceilings, casework, HVAC, and 

electrical systems. The work is slated to begin December 2021.

A W A R D S  &  C O N T R A C T S
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One of  the spots with a strong spirit of  place is at the corner 
of  Market Street and 10th Street, which was once the site of  a 
bustling market for which the street is named. That market was 
also the location of  a slave auction. Mr. Hays incorporated this 
bit of  Wheeling history into his design for the current plaza, using 
different colored stone pavers to represent the auction platform. 
You might walk across this corner and not think twice about why 
there’s a six foot by six foot area marked out in with different stones, 
but Mr. Hays hopes it will at least pique your curiosity. “It’s a part 
of  the city’s history. Granted, it’s a part that we might want to forget 
about, but I think it’s part of  the spirit of  this place, and I wanted 
that to be reflected in the design.” The light gray pavers that make 
up the auction block almost seem like a ghost set among the darker 
red colored sidewalk. To stand on this spot 200 years later, knowing 
what took place here, is very powerful.

You will also find the past referenced in the sidewalk on Water 
Street, which was part of  the Wheeling Heritage Port project. “We 
wanted to create an homage to the railroads that used to come 
through Wheeling every day.” The brick panels in the sidewalk are 
the exact dimensions of  a boxcar, with a line of  bricks depicting 

the tracks as well. “Then in between each boxcar we added the 
emblem of  every railroad that ran through the city.” Ghosts  
of  the past under our feet running along upgraded, ADA  
complaint sidewalks. 

Another way Mr. Hays likes to bring the past into current projects 
is by reusing elements from other sites that are being remodeled or 
torn down. The next time you’re passing through the 11th Street 
Plaza pay attention to the large granite blocks that line the path. 
They all have rusty scars painted on top of  them from their days 
of  service where they once held up the structure of  the railroad 
tracks that came through the old B&O Train station on 18th & 
Market. Likewise, the small pocket park, where Water Street meets 
Main, that is home to the Bobo the Elephant statute, is another 
example of  where Wheeling’s history is being refabricated into its 
present. The animal statues, including Bobo, were made by artist 
Jeff Forster using steel from the old Elby’s Big Boy restaurant. 

Mr. Hays cut his teeth on Wheeling projects, having done much of  
his earliest work with landscape architect Andy Barger at Oglebay. 
“I can trace every project I’ve ever done, on the tree of  influence, 
back to Andy and Oglebay.” But it was the Wheeling Heritage Port 

 When Colonel Ebenezer Zane was laying out the original plots for Wheeling 
 in 1793 it’s unclear if he had any vision of what he wanted the town to  
 become. Nonetheless, the first gateway to the West, Wheeling became a  
 thriving river city that has gone through many ups and downs in its 227-year  
 history. But today, as city and state planners, and the designers at The Wallace- 

 Pancher Group, are working on an ambitious Wheeling Streetscape Project,  
 they clearly have not forgotten about the city’s rich history as they prepare the  
 give the downtown area a massive facelift.

The Wheeling Streetscape Project, which includes crosswalks, tree planting, curb bump outs, lighting, and an upgraded storm  
drainage system will also affect the aging systems that run under the city. The city’s water main is still the original one that was  
installed in 1899, and is also receiving a much needed upgrade as part of  other infrastructure projects Wheeling has been working 
on in recent months. (Many of  which have already begun with work being done by OVCEC Members like Savage Construction 
Company & James White Construction.) These sewer projects are being bid out now so they won’t have to tear up the new streets 
once the Streetscape Project begins. 

Gabe Hays is part of  The Wallace-Pancher Group, and is a Landscape Architect, who designed the Wheeling Streetscape Project. 
As with all his projects Mr. Hays isn’t interested in just erasing the city’s past to make way for new parks or streetscapes. “My mantra 
has always been the same, and that is to “Create Places of  Meaning.” To make a positive difference in the community. In landscape 
architectural school we were taught about “genius loci” which means “spirit of  place”. So, what is the spirit of  the place you’re going to 
create and how does that fit into the surrounding area?” 

The spirit of  Wheeling itself  is strong, and the echoes of  the past still reverberate along the river and streets. Fort Henry was the site of  
the last battle of  the Revolutionary War. The Wheeling Suspension Bridge took the first National Road across the Ohio River, spurring 
economic growth further West. West Virginia Independence Hall saw the very birth of  the state! These sites help tell the story, not only 
of  the city and the state, but of  America itself. But there is a spirit that is no longer visible, like the once thriving steel, railroad and coal 
industries that used to make Wheeling hum. It would be easy to forget about these stories as the city updates itself, but designers like Mr. 
Hays hope to embrace them, and use them to inform the new spaces as the city continues to grow and rebuild itself.
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project that was the tipping point for Mr. Hays. “It showed I could 
handle bigger projects and has parlayed into everything else I’ve 
done with the city.”

One of  those bigger projects is the recent Wheeling Streetscape 
Project that was announced earlier this year by the State of  West 
Virginia and the City of  Wheeling. While this project hopes to begin 
in 2021 it has been something Mr. Hays, and Wheeling Heritage 
Corporation, have been thinking about for quite some time. 
“Jeremy Morris [former Executive Director of  WHC] came to me 
in the early 2000s and asked what we could do about streetscapes. 
Specifically, the street corners. Then we did a design for a Market 
Street Arts and Education District from Center Market up through 
10th Street. And with all of  those designs I started thinking about 
best management practices for storm water design.” 

But there was no immediate date to begin any of  this work. It 
was The Health Plan coming to downtown that really accelerated 
the project. “The Health Plan was about to spend a lot of  money 
building their new corporate headquarters and they wanted the city 
to look better. So, all of  the streetscape plans we had been working 
on were pulled together and taken by then Mayor McKenzie to 
then Governor Tomblin. That’s when the ball really started rolling.”
While Governor Tomblin got the ball rolling, it was Governor 
Justice who carried it over the goal line. As part of  The Governor’s 
ambitious “Roads to Prosperity” program, the Wheeling 
Streetscape Project found funding and enthusiasm. “Wheeling is a 
beautiful and vital community to the state of  West Virginia,” Gov. 
Justice said during a virtual press briefing in June, “If  we’re going 
to market Wheeling, we’ve also got to have our streets downtown in 
really great shape too and I’ve really been pushing hard for that.” 
With the Governor’s support of  the project the WVDOT will 
be managing the design, will let the project, inspect and manage 
construction, and provide all of  the funding except for $2 million 
from the City of  Wheeling.

As planning continues for the Wheeling Streetscape Project it’s easy 
to see how The Health Plan project was a prototype of  sorts. They 
could take the ideas they had for all of  downtown and put them 
into practice on this one stretch of  Main Street, which proved to 
be very useful. “We were able to see the things that worked and the 
areas that needed to be rethought.” 

One of  things that will be carried into the next project was the 
planting of  trees and other vegetation as a stormwater management 
system. Not only does the extra greenspace improve the look 
of  the street, but these planted areas will collect runoff during a 

storm, slowing it down and helping to keep the storm sewers from 
becoming flooded. These beds will be incorporated into many of  
the sidewalks in the project.

But those sidewalk plant beds aren’t the only areas getting greened 
up in the city. Another part of  the Wallace-Pancher projects 
in Wheeling is a pair parking lots for West Virginia Northern 
Community College, and green spaces located near 18th & Market 
and 16th & Main along the Wheeling Creek. “The Mayor really 
wants the city to be able to take advantage of  our waterways. So, 
along the Creekside greenspace we’re going to limb up the trees, 
take out the brush, and actually give people a view of  the water. 
We’ll have more of  the historic, granite blocks for use as benches 
and grass above and take what was formerly an ugly parking lot 
and make it into an enjoyable park space.”

These are massive projects, and while Mr. Hays and The Wallace-
Pancher Group were vital in designing the project and getting it 
off the ground, many other OVCEC members will play a part 
in making downtown Wheeling more beautiful as well. Savage 
Construction & James White Construction have been 
working on wastewater projects and parking lots for WVNCC. 
Angelina Stone & Marble is doing the stonework on signs 
that will be incorporated into those parking lots. McKinley 
Architecture & Engineers have also helped design aspects of  
the project. It’s been a group effort, and hopefully more members 
are able to contribute when the Wheeling Streetscape Project, and 
additional projects, begin to bid out next year. 

The City of  Wheeling is living thing with a vital “Spirit of  Place”. 
As the city continues to move into the future, we can’t lose sight of  
where we came from and the things that made Wheeling what it is 
today. The Friendly City stands on the shoulders of  those designers 
and builders and industry that came before and gave us a proud 
heritage to build upon. Hopefully, in another 200 years, the citizens 
of  that Wheeling will look back on these pieces of  history built into 
their parks and sidewalks and be thankful that designers like Gabe 
Hays cared enough to “Create Places of  Meaning” so these stories 
would not be forgotten. 
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The Best in Quality, Service, and Experience
Since 1924

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
ØHVAC Services

ØRefrigeration

ØPlumbing

(304) 232-3040
www.heneumann.com

ØProcess Piping

ØFacility Construction

ØCustom Fabrication

Country Roads, 
   Take Us Home

Loops

When people think of  West Virginia, they often picture beautiful 
mountains, active coal mines and tight-knit communities. While 
natives know Almost Heaven is all that and more, outsiders don’t 
often associate the Mountain State with things like cutting-edge 
technology and major innovation. 

In October, Virgin Hyperloop—a member of  the multinational 
venture conglomerate Virgin Group Ltd.—announced that, after 
an extensive search, West Virginia was chosen as the site of  its new 

safety certification center, which will be used to regulate and test 
the safety systems behind Hyperloop before it becomes available 
for wide-scale use.

A NEW WAY TO TRAVEL

Hyperloop is a new form of  sustainable, high-speed mass transit 
that produces zero direct emissions. Hyperloop vehicles, also 
known as pods, travel at speeds of  up to 600 miles per hour 
through tubes, which have no atmospheric pressure. Hyperloop’s 

Revolutionizing Transportation 
from Almost Heaven

BY AMANDA LARCH

Reprinted from Fall 2020 WV Executive
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proprietary maglev system causes the vehicles to successfully travel 
through the tubes safety and quickly. In 2017, Virgin Hyperloop 
One completed its third phase of  testing, achieving test speeds of  
240 miles per hour, and it was estimated that a trip from New York 
to Washington, D.C. could just as little as 30 minutes.

“In 2017, we showed the world that Hyperloop can actually 
work and exist,” says Ryan Kelly, vice president of  marketing and 
communications for Virgin Hyperloop. “That was a huge step for 
us and a huge milestone in showing that this technology works and 
makes sense.”

While that venture was successful, the company knew it needed to 
safety certify its vehicle for passengers. The $500 million certification 
center will be constructed on 800 acres of  repurposed coal mines 
and brownfields sites in Grant and Tucker counties. The planning 
and design work are already underway and will continue into 2021, 
with hopes to break ground in 2022.

“The goal of  the Hyperloop certification center is to work with 
regulators in the U.S. and hopefully around the world to safety 
certify a Hyperloop system so we can start building projects 
globally,” says Kelly. “We have been working with the federal 
government and different state governments to discuss this. We 

are definitely a company that wants to disrupt with government 
together. As we look at our collective future, we want to know how 
Hyperloop fits into that future.”

Hyperloop has received bipartisan and bicameral support for its 
efforts throughout the country, most recently from U.S. Secretary of  
Transportation Elaine Chao, who announced a guiding principles 
document for Hyperloop and officially named it as the fifth mode 
of  mass transit. Virgin Hyperloop’s goal is to be regulated under 
the Federal Rail Administration. The technology has already been 
made eligible for public funds to become a global hub as the next 
form of  mass transportation.

“Hyperloop as a concept is the first new form of  mass transportation 
in over 100 years,” says Kelly. “This is not just high in the sky, fun 
technology we’re testing in the lab at this point—this is potentially 
becoming a part of  the nation’s plan moving forward.”

A MATCH MADE IN HEAVEN
In 2019, the Hyperloop team traveled across the country with 
its XP-1 vehicle—the first vehicle to do a Hyperloop run on the 
track—visiting states in an attempt to discover potential certification 
center sites.

“We wanted to get reactions from real people around the country 
who have never heard of  Hyperloop and get them excited about 
the potential opportunity,” says Kelly. 

West Virginia was not on the list of  visitation sites, so state leadership 
took matters into their own hands.

Representatives from the West Virginia Development Office 
(WVDO) drove to the Hyperloop road show in North Carolina 
and told the Hyperloop team they had to consider the Mountain 
State. According to Kelly, although West Virginia was not part of  
Hyperloop’s original plan, the momentum and support for the 
opportunity from leaders within the state was incredibly strong.

“West Virginia went from not even being on our radar to being at 
the top of  the list,” he says. “I think it speaks to the determination 
of  West Virginia’s team and the consortium of  people who were 
able to band together and present a proposal that was beneficial for 
both the citizens of  West Virginia and Virgin Hyperloop as well.”

According to Mike Graney, executive director of  the WVDO, 
his office and its representatives championed the state as the best 
potential site for the certification center and have been a catalyst in 
the process, maintaining a relationship with Virgin Hyperloop by 

fulfilling information requests, traveling to the testing site in Nevada 
and helping select the West Virginia site.

“It’s not necessarily easy to find a relatively flat stretch that runs for 
six and a half  miles in West Virginia,” says Graney. “We struggled 
with finding exactly what they wanted, but then we identified this 
facility in Grant and Tucker counties. It made a lot of  sense, a 
former coal mining site and a brownfield. The Hyperloop team 
was excited about having the opportunity to use the former coal 
mining site and a brownfield and repurpose that property.”

Western Pocahontas Properties will donate the 800 acres of  land 
for the project, meaning imminent domain will not be a factor 
in gathering resources for the location. A bonus for the Virgin 
Hyperloop team in choosing West Virginia as the working site is 
their collective love of  the outdoors.

“This staff of  young engineers likes to live, they like to work, and 
they like to play—and a lot of  them like to play outside,” says 
Graney. “Many of  them are rock climbers, mountain bikers and fly 
fisherman, and when it comes to that, West Virginia wins.” 
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A GAME CHANGER FOR WEST VIRGINIA
Hyperloop will directly hire between 150-200 engineers 
and technicians to work at the West Virginia facility upon  
completion. However, the project will create an estimated  
13,000 local jobs as needed in construction, manufacturing, 
operation and maintenance.

Not only will the facility bring in jobs, but Kelly says it is important 
to the company and its partners to also use this as an opportunity 
to connect with the state’s education system. Both West Virginia 
University (WVU) and Marshall University will be involved in the 

project, as being able to train and utilize local talent from the state’s 
higher education system is key to building the center.

The Hyperloop team’s criteria for selecting the location included 
strong, bipartisan support and stakeholder engagement at every 
level to ensure sustainability. 

“We feel the West Virginia team was incredibly strong, and 
there was strong support from the political arena,” he says. “We  
saw support at the local, state and federal levels, including the 
senators, and everyone understands we will be working with them 
to create jobs.”

Part of  that bipartisan support came from Senator Shelley Moore 
Capito, who is thrilled that Hyperloop has chosen the Mountain 
State for its next phase of  development.

“This center will play a huge role in shifting Hyperloop from 
the research and development phase to the working reality,” says 
Capito. “Of  course, this announcement means good jobs, but, 
more importantly, it is another indication that West Virginia is on 
the cusp of  being the country’s new tech hub. We’re located at the 
perfect intersection of  access to Washington, D.C.; New England; 
and the Midwest. We have the hardworking workforce. We have 
WVU and Marshall with a pipeline of  West Virginia’s best and 
brightest. We have the business-friendly climate. We enjoy a low 
cost of  living and beautiful outdoors. There’s a lot to love about 
investing in our state. I’m glad Virgin Hyperloop could see all those 
things, and I know other global businesses will take notice.”

Senator Joe Manchin also expressed his enthusiasm for Hyperloop, 
as he had previously reached out to Virgin’s CEO, Sir Richard 
Branson, to highlight the benefits of  doing business in West Virginia. 
“Almost a year ago, I learned about Virgin Hyperloop’s search for 
the right state to locate its testing facility and wrote to Sir Richard 
Branson, urging him to pick the Mountain State for the site of  
Virgin Hyperloop’s proposed certification center,” says Manchin. 
“After a great deal of  collaboration with West Virginia stakeholders, 
I am thrilled Branson and the entire Virgin team recognized 
the great potential of  West Virginia for this project, which could 
transform our country’s transportation system. I am optimistic 
about the future of  West Virginia as we continue to grow across the 
technology, manufacturing and innovation sectors. This investment 
from Virgin is the beginning of  a long partnership, and I hope 
others take note—West Virginia is a great place to do business.”

TRAINED 
AND READY 
TO GO

OUR STUDENTS ARE

We also offer customized 
training for employees 
and the flexibility to earn 
a certificate or 
associate degree 
while working.

WHEELING • NEW MARTINSVILLE • WEIRTON

304.214.8968   |  WWW.WVNCC.EDU

WEST VIRGINIA 
NORTHERN

COMMUNITY
C O L L E G E
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Ohio Bureau of  Workers’ 
Compensation Announces $5 Billion 

Back to Ohio Employers
On November 2, the BWC’s Board of  Directors approved a $5 
billion dividend be paid to Ohio employers.  This action was in 
response to Ohio Governor Mike DeWine’s request and is intended 
to ease COVID-19s continued impact on the state’s businesses and 
employees. 

DeWine had said “This is about keeping businesses open and people 
employed in Ohio.” 

This latest BWC dividend will be approximately four times the 
premium collected from employers in policy year 2019 and is 
expected to be paid out in mid-December.  This is BWC’s third 
dividend in 2020 and brings the total returned to Ohio employers 
this year to almost $8 billion.

“Issuing nearly $8 billion in one year is not an easy lift but I want 
to assure Ohioans and our customers that our net position after this 
dividend is very substantial and will support injured workers well into 
the future.” Said BWC Administrator/CEO Stephanie McCloud.  
This latest dividend reduces the BWC’s net position to $6.3 billion.

OTHER OH BWC NEWS
On November 16, Administrator/CEO Stephanie McCloud 
stepped down at the BWC in order to become the State of  Ohio’s 
new Director of  Health.  Governor DeWine announced her position 
will be filled by the BWC’s Chief  of  Strategy, John Logue.  Because 
of  extensive Managed Care Organization (MCO) and Third-Party 
Administration (TPA) experience in addition to his BWC service, 
the Youngstown native has long been considered a leader in Ohio’s 
Workers’ Compensation system.   

Eric Petho is Director of  Business Development for Paramount 
Preferred Options (PPO). PPO houses Health Management Solutions 
and Paramount Preferred Solutions in addition to a number of  
additional service lines. 

Paramount Preferred Solutions (PPS) is a Workers’ 
Compensation TPA currently providing administrative support to 
self-insured employers in Ohio, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania 
as well as to state fund insured employers in Ohio. These services 
have been delivered since 2002 and were developed to assist 
employers in the implementation of  efficient and effective claims 
management strategies. Services delivered routinely include claim 
reporting assistance, eligibility determination support, benefit award 
calculation, and benefit payment processing but are tailored to meet 
each employer client’s specific needs. 

Health Management Solutions (HMS) is an Ohio Bureau 
of  Workers’ Compensation (BWC) certified Managed Care 
Organization (MCO) and a West Virginia Office of  the Insurance 
Commissioner (OIC) certified Managed Health Care Plan (MHCP). 
HMS provides medical management and medical case management 
to the injured workers of  self-insured employers in Ohio and West 
Virginia in addition to insured employers in Ohio.  Utilizing registered 
nurses with extensive clinical backgrounds who are supported by full-
time medical directors, HMS assists employers in ensuring treatment 
received is appropriate and timely while also facilitating a safe remain-
at-work or a safe and timely return-to-work.  The URAC accredited 
case management program has been consistently identified as a 
leader for both employer and injured worker satisfaction.

25
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ECONOMIC FORECAST FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY
Economic forecasting is a lot like predicting the weather; there are a lot of factors that go into each analyst’s 

research, and while individual forecasters might not agree on all the smaller details they can generally create a 

mostly clear picture of what’s in store. 
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It’s not hard to say that 2021 will see improvements, since the 
pandemic created some of  the worst economic turmoil since the 
market collapse in 2008. While projects are expected to pick up  
in the new year the damage has already been done as analysts 
expect the construction industry to shrink almost 7% in 2020  
and 2% in 2021.

UNTIL A VACCINE BECOMES WIDELY DISTRIBUTED 
continued disruptions in supply chains, and the resulting delays 
and materials cost increases, are still going to be a factor in 
2021. Likewise, contractors and subcontractors should rely 
on their brokers to keep them on top of  developments in the 
Subcontractor Default Insurance (SDI) and surety markets 
given the financial and operational risks arising from contract 
performance default.

HERE WE’VE PULLED TOGETHER A FEW DIFFERENT 

FORECASTS TO TRY AND GET AN OVERALL IDEA OF WHAT 

2021 MIGHT LOOK LIKE IN THE UPPER OHIO VALLEY.

THE DODGE MOMENTUM INDEX fell 1.8% in October to 
127.5 (2000=100) from the revised September reading of  129.8. 
The Momentum Index, issued by Dodge Data & Analytics, is a 
monthly measure of  the first (or initial) report for nonresidential 
building projects in planning, which have been shown to lead 
construction spending for nonresidential buildings by a full year. 
The commercial component of  the Momentum Index lost 4.4% 
over the month, but the institutional component gained 3.3%.
The Momentum Index has struggled to make consistent gains 
since passing its post-pandemic low in June. Economic growth 
has slowed over the past few months, creating weaker demand for 
commercial projects. The fear about a new wave of  COVID-19 
infections may also be impeding planning activity in consumer-
focused projects such as hotels and retail, although planning for 
warehouse projects continues to impress. Even with this month’s 
gain, the institutional component of  the Momentum Index 
remains well below levels seen prior to the pandemic as state and 
local entities come to grips with the widening budget chasm.

Kenneth D. Simonson, Chief  Economist for the Associated 
General Contractors of  America (AGC), offered us his insights on 
the economic outlook for the area.

“The economy of  the upper Ohio Valley has been hit hard by 
both the coronavirus and a sharp decline in oil and gas prices. 
That downturn has sharply curtailed drilling, related services, and 
midstream activities--all of  which affect demand for construction 
directly and indirectly through the reduction in consumer 
and business spending, as well as local government revenues, 
throughout the region. In contrast, the high-tech and medical 
sectors in Pittsburgh and selected manufacturing facilities in the 
region have benefited from shifts in the categories of  spending and 
investment that the pandemic has triggered.

Looking ahead, the regional and national economy are likely to 
improve gradually as more of  the population gains immunity 
to COVID-19, through vaccination or past exposure. But 
construction demand will lag most other sectors, as so many 
owners have been damaged financially and as doubts linger about 
the need for new facilities when many buildings are vacant or no 
longer needed. The nonresidential niches with best construction 
prospects are distribution structures, data centers, and selected 
types of  medical facilities. There may be a modest revival of  
fracking. Public construction will depend heavily on the amount 
and type of  funding the federal government provides. School 
construction is likely to revive sooner than other types of  local 
government investment, as property values have increased in some 
areas and in general have been depressed less than other revenue 
streams. A strong market for new-home construction, along with 
residential remodeling, will also provide a modest boost to related 
nonresidential projects, such as local streets, underground utilities, 
and nearby retail and consumer services.”

The 

following is 

an excerpt from a larger 

presentation created for the 

Wheeling Chamber of  Commerce. 

“Wheeling Area Economic Outlook 

2021-2025” was published by the WVU John 

Chambers College of  Business Economic by John 

Deskins, Ph. D. and Brian Lego.

“Construction payrolls in the Wheeling Area are expected 

to grow 0.8 percent annually during the outlook period, 

though growth will be concentrated over the next couple of  

years. Natural gas pipeline infrastructure located within the 

region’s footprint has mostly been completed, but additional 

investment is possible contingent upon the legal/regulatory 

environment and market conditions for natural gas and NGLs. 

Other portions of  the construction sector are expected to see a 

solid performance over the next five years. Public infrastructure 

investment is expected to be at a relatively high level as the region 

has numerous projects planned and funded under the Roads to 

Prosperity program. The most notable project will be the I-70 

Bridges project, which will consist of  rehabilitation work on 

26 separate bridges on I-70 throughout Ohio County.  

In addition, strong income growth will likely bolster 

housing demand in the area to some extent and 

growth in the region’s natural gas industry should 

foster nonresidential construction activity as 

other sectors with major connections to gas 

production activity absorb more office 

and industrial space. “ 
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ESPERANZA HEALTH CENTER BRIGHTON PARK 
In an era where society looks to continually develop an all-inclusive healthcare system, 
Esperanza Health Centers took the opportunity to build on this expansion in an 
underserved area in Chicago, IL. Located in Chicago, this project provides critical 
services to a community that is lacking basic healthcare. Esperanza Health Brighton 
Park, a JGMA: Juan Gabriel Moreno Architects and Skender project, was built with the 
intent to reach and serve the community in a new, welcoming 26,000 square-foot facility.

JGMA, the architect, envisioned a facility centered around community interaction, with 
a hopeful eye to the future. With that vision in mind, the goal of  this project was to 
transform an empty lot to a new and hospitable clinic with outdoor walking, community 
garden spaces, and multi-purpose communal spaces for educational programs.

The design intent was to liberate the typical definitions of  interior and exterior 
applications, which was achieved by utilizing metal composite material (MCM) with a 
prismatic finish. The prismatic finish allows for the color to shift with the angle of  the 
light, allowing the metal panels to appear to have fluidity or movement to them.

EAST COAST METAL 
SYSTEMS (ECM)

CONSTRUCTION BRIEFS

CONSTRUCTION 
BRIEFS
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NEW INDIAN CREEK HIGH SCHOOL 

SITE WORK 2020 
WINTERSVILLE, OHIO 
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           United Electric   304-232-1330 
     Stewart Electric   304-277-4589 
           ERB Electric   740-633-5055 
          Yahn Electric   304-232-5070 
          Carol Electric   740-676-1572 
         Bryan Electric   740-695-9834 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Enhancing 
Quality of Life.

Environment / Energy / Infrastructure   hullinc.com

Hull can provide a full suite of Survey 
services from our St. Clairsville based 
crews. We can also support your 
QA/QC requirements including Soil 
Compaction and Concrete Testing!

Call our St. Clairsville offi ce for further 
information: 740-217-7685



35

O V C E C  M E M B E R S
2 0 2 0  OVC E C  E xe c u t i ve
B o a rd  o f  D i re c t o rs

Executive Director
Jack Ramage
Ohio Valley Construction
Employers Council, Inc.
President
Robert A. Gribben
Grae-Con Construction, Inc.

Mike Baker
Cast & Baker Corporation

Mike Carl
H. E. Neumann Company

Brian Hendershot
Ohio - West Virginia Excavating

John Kalkreuth
Kalkreuth Roofing & Sheet Metal, Inc.
Terry Lavorini
LM Construction, Inc.

Michael Leo
Jarvis, Downing & Emch, Inc.

2 0 2 0  OVC E C  Ad v i s o r y
B o a rd  o f  D i re c t o rs

Michael J. Caruso
McCoy Consulting Services, LLC

Ernie Dellatorre
McKinley & Associates

Michael Gianni
James White Construction Company

Rich Heslop
Colonial Life & Accident

Tom Knight
ERB Electric Company

Rich Lucas
Main Street Bank

Ben McFarland
Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC

Art Musicaro
Nation Road Utility Supply

Kurt Paulus
Yahn Electric

Nick Sparachane
USI Insurance Services, LLC

Bernie Twigg
WesBanco

Glenn L. Walters
Walters Construction

John E. Wright
American Plate Glass, Inc.

Shawn P. Zoladz
Karras Painting, LLC

GE N E R A L  CO N T R AC TO R S
Cattrell Companies Inc
Grae-Con Construction Inc
James White Construction Company 
Jarvis Downing & Emch Inc
Kenco Corporation - General Contractors 
McCart Construction, LLC 
Stevens Engineers & Constructors 
Volpatt Construction
Walters Construction Inc
Warren Door/Traichal Construction 

S P E C I A LT Y  CO N T R AC TO R S
A & A Construction, Inc.
A E Pelley Plumbing & Heating
Able Concrete, Inc.
American Plate Glass, Inc.
Angelina Stone & Marble Ltd
Atlas Mechanical Insulation, Inc. Beaver 
Excavating Company
Brewer & Company of  West Virginia, 
Inc. Bruce & Merrilees Electric Company 
Buckeye Mechanical Contracting, Inc. 
Buckeye Steel, Inc.
Carpeting Unlimited, Inc.
Carpets by Jamison, LLC
Cast & Baker Corporation
Century Steel Erectors
Chapman Corporation
Complete General Construction 
Conaway Flooring, LLC
DMAC, LLC
East Coast Metal Systems, Inc.
ERB Electric Company
Fire Foe Corporation
GPC Contracting Company
H E Neumann Company
Hanson Ready Mix
Intex Services, LLC
Kalkreuth Roofing & Sheet Metal, Inc. 
Karras Painting, LLC
Kris-Crete Contracting, Inc. 
Lighthouse Electric Company, Inc.
LM Construction, Inc.
LMS Construction, Inc.
LyndCo, Inc.
Martin Reinforcing
MET Plumbing
Mid Atlantic Maintenance
Mountain Aire Heating & AC
Murphy Consolidated Industries
N F Mansuetto & Sons, Inc.
Nicholson Construction Company     
Ohio-West Virginia Excavating Company 
Over & Under Concrete Construction, 
Inc. Parks Drilling Company
PCS Companies, Inc.
Petticord & Son, Inc.
Power Contracting Company
Quality Steel Erecting
Republic Services
S A Comunale Company
Savage Construction Company

Schenerlein & Sligar, Inc.
Shelly & Sands, Inc.
Stewart Electric
The Flooring Center
United Electric of  Wheeling, Inc. Uni-
versal, Inc.
Walden Industries, Inc.
Weirton Lumber Company
Whitacre Engineering Company
Yahn Electric Company, Inc.

ASS O C I AT E  M E M BE R S
4 Seasons Window Cleaning
A G Mauro Company
Advanced Communications
All Crane Rental of  Pennsylvania 
Anthony Investment Management, LLC 
BB&T
Belmont Harrison Vocational School Dist. 
Best Line Equipment
Black Diamond Equipment Rental 
Blauvelt Sign Company
Bordas & Bordas, PLLC
Brandi Patt Design
Breisch & Crowley, LLC/BCdesignbuild.com 
Brickstreet Insurance
Bridgeport Equipment & Tool
C S McKee LP
Capitol Business Interiors
City Advertisers
Colonial Life & Accident
Days Inn West
Edward Jones Investments
Famous Supply Company
FDR Safety, LLC
Felton CPA
First Choice America CFCU
Graybar Electric Company
Greencore Designs, Inc.
Hazlett, Burt & Watson, Inc.
Health Management Solutions
Hillside Motel
Hughes Design & Gift Gallery, Inc.       
Hull & Associates, Inc.
iHeart Media
Illinois Truck & Equipment
James C. Dawes Company
Jefferds Corporation
Johnstone & Gabhart, LLP
Justin Products
Kennedy Hardware Company, Inc. 
Kozicki, Hughes, Tickerhoof, PLLC 
LBRA Architecture
Lollini & Sons, Inc.
Mack’s Inc
Main Street Bank Corporation 
Matheson Tri-Gas
Matyskiela & Grant Inc
Mazzella Welding & Fabrication, Inc. 
McCoy Consulting Services, LLC 
McGhee Office Supply & Furniture 
McKinley & Associates
Mull Group, Inc.

Mutual Wholesalers of  Wheeling 
National Road Utility Supply, Inc.
NCI - Nursing Corps
Ohio Valley Printing Company 
Omni Strategic Technologies 
Petroplus & Gaudino, PLLC
Paramount Preferred Solutions 
Phillips, Gardill, Kaiser & Altmeyer, PLLC
Ponzani Landscaping Company 
Precision Printed Products
Reynolds Memorial Hospital
Rhodes & Hammers Printing
Richardson Copy Concepts 
Rocco & Strain, Inc.
Sands Electric Company
Scatterday Architecture
Specialty Supply Company
Spilman, Thomas & Battle, PLLC      
State Electric Company
Steele Insurance Associates, Inc.      
Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC 
TaylorMade Printing Services             
The McKeen Group
The Printing Press
Top Notch Landscaping & Supply, LLC 
Totterdale Brothers Supply Company, Inc. 
Undo’s Executive Catering Division  
United Bank
USI Insurance Services LLC
WA Wilson & Sons, Inc.
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RICHARDSON COPY CONCEPTS
Established in 1992, Richardson Copy Concepts is one of  the 
largest copier companies, dealing Toshiba as well as Ricoh 
and Savin copiers, in the Ohio Valley. With over 1,000 clients 
in the tri-state area, Richardson Copy Concepts prides itself  
in the partnerships we establish with each and every customer.
Richardson Copy Concepts highly skilled technicians offer a combined 
experience of  ninety-five years in “copier sales and service.”  Because of  our commitment to employing the best and most capable 
technicians, we are confident of  our ability to reach all customers within a 2 1/2 hour window.  Using only genuine OEM parts and 
supplies, reduces the number of  service calls per machine. Plus, all of  our leasing is done in-house with no 3rd Party participation. We also 
have a full-service print shop that offers both color and wide format printing at the lowest prices in the Ohio Valley.

For the past 29 years, our business has succeeded due to a commitment to treating customers fairly and working hard to satisfy them.  
(304) 242-1030 • 72 E Cove Ave, Wheeling, WV 26003 • www.richardsoncopyconcepts.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

VOLPATT CONSTRUCTION
From our very first renovation in 1991, to over 800 industrial, 
commercial, and institutional projects, Volpatt Construction has 
successfully positioned ourselves as one of  the most respected 
building contractors in the Tri-State Area. With a focus on high 
quality, hands-on service, competitive pricing, and timely project 
completion, we have built and maintained a long list of  repeat 
clients, partnering with the finest businesses and institutions in the 
region. Our commitment to excellence and quality construction 
is often recognized by the Master Builders Association of  Western 
Pennsylvania – the single leading voice in our industry – through 
the Building Excellence Awards program. Most notably, our 
efforts at The University of  Pittsburgh Benedum Hall, St. Paul 
Cathedral, and Shadyside Presbyterian Church, have all been 
winners in their respective categories. Volpatt Construction has 
maintained an exemplary safety record which includes an experience modification rate well below the industry standard. Our reputation 
in the Tri-State construction industry is best reflected by our strong financial standing with a bonding capacity of  75/100 million dollars, 
speaking volumes to our financial stability and our ability to complete projects effectively. Most notably, during a time when the court system 
is commonly called upon to settle disputes, we continue to work in harmony with all our clients, subcontractors, and suppliers to resolve 
differences and deliver successful projects. We are proud to say that Volpatt Construction has never been involved in litigation, arbitration, 
or mediation. Today, the family-operated company continues to play and integral role in building the region into a top global destination 
for healthcare, education, and research.
(412) 942-0200
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Do You Remember...
Steak Fry 2014 NORTHERN DIVISION: 

740.699.0082     Fax: 740.699.0084
65945 Airport Road, St. Clairsville, OH  43950

AIRPORTS:
•  Installation of Engineered Material
 Arresting System (EMAS)
•  Crack Sealing
•  Asphalt Surface Treatment
•  Runway Marking (permanent and temporary)
•  Sealcoating

STATE/FEDERAL ROADWAYS:
•  Work Zone Traffic Control Devices
•  Raised Pavement Markers (RPMs)
•  Pavement Marking/Road Striping
•  Thermoplastics
•  Crack Sealing and Joint Adhesive

PROJECTS:
•  Driveways
•  Parking Lot Pavement Marking
•  Tennis/Basketball Court Coating

                                We are a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 
                                 Certified in Ohio, West Virginia, Delaware, 
                                   Florida, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, 
                                     New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, 
                                      Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Virginia.
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SOUTHERN DIVISION: 
304.372.7770     Fax: 304.489.7214

3164 Southern Highway, Mineral Wells, WV  26150

AMBER SEMONES, PRESIDENT • ASEMONES@MIDATLANTICUSA.COM
www.midatlanticusa.com

Mid-Atlantic Maintenance

                      Mid-Atlantic Maintenance was established in 2010. 
           We are a Small Business Certified (SBE) and a Women-Owned business.

License Number: WV 047493
DUNS: 054116478
NAICS: 237310, 238990, 339950, 561990, 14621

With over 30 years of combined experience and competitive pricing, Mid Atlantic Maintenance 
offers a vast array of traffic related services. We are committed to providing 

great customer service. Serving the public and private sector, 
we consider no job to be “too Big or too Small”.

AIRPORT RUNWAY MAINTENANCE • STRIPING • TRAFFIC CONTROL • CRACK FILLING • SEALCOATING
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On June 17th, KRSM was awarded another Pinnacle Award by Bill Spencer, who is a Johns Manville Representative. This is the 
4th year in a row that Kalkreuth has earned this award. Johns Manville Peak Advantage® Contractors earn membership in the 
Pinnacle Council® through a combination of  quality workmanship and annual installed system squares. JM Peak Advantage 
Contractors receive exclusive access to a variety of  services, from technical support to online guarantee management. 

These services can expand their product and installation knowledge and can also assist in increasing productivity and putting them 
in a stronger competitive position. As members rise through the program levels, they earn access to expanded and priority services 
from JM. By achieving Pinnacle Council status, we have obtained one of  the most elite recognitions within the commercial roofing 
industry. 

Pictured left to right: Chad McLeish (VP of  Estimating), John Kalkreuth (Chairman, KRSM), and Bill Spencer (REPs of  Ohio/
JM Representative)   

MEMBERS
I N  T H E  N E WS

KALKREUTH ROOFING AND SHEET METAL is pleased to announce that Seth Abraham, Director of  HR and Safety at 
Kalkreuth Roofing and Sheet Metal, has recently been appointed to TAUC’s Board of  Directors. 

“I’m excited to be given the opportunity to serve on the Board of  Directors at TAUC and help make a difference for Kalkreuth 
and the union construction industry.  TAUC, and its many members, provides so many resources and potential opportunities 
for Kalkreuth.  It is also a big step in helping us reach an even greater national presence.
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M&G ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS was awarded a contract with Northwood Health Systems to design the additions and 
renovations to the existing Northwood Health Systems building in order to expand the building to house additional programs.

This project consists of the following elements:
 • Two-story (28,800 sf.) building addition to the existing two-story building located at 1
  11 19th Street in Wheeling.
 • Exterior upgrades of the existing building to match the appearance of the new building addition.
 • Site work to accommodate a covered drive-through entrance and associated parking area.

The intent of  this project is to design and construct a new building addition to house the functions of  the current 2121 Eoff 
Street facility. Work also includes upgrades to the existing building at 111 19th Street to work properly with the new building 
addition from a function and appearance standpoint. 

Construction is underway and the project is expected to be complete by June 2021.

Bassettown Manor is a 5-story building located in Downtown 
Washington, PA. A retirement home owned by Washington 
County Housing Authority.  This project was a complete tear 
off and replace of  23,000 sqft of  EIFS Facade. Starting in 
the spring of  2020, we faced many challenges, the resident’s 
safety was our main concern. LM CONSTRUCTION 
was contracted by MacBracey Corporation and together 
completed the construction in the end of  the summer 2020. 
Even during a Pandemic construction must go on.
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JD&E provides all facets of construction services for projects of all types and sizes within the commercial, 
industrial, gas and oil and private sectors.  For quality, experience and attention to detail, contact JD&E today.

 Construction Management 
 Design/Build 
 General Contracting 
 Mass Earthwork 

 Retaining Walls 
 Concrete Structures/Foundations 
 Site Development 
 Slip/Slide Repairs 

 Pre-Engineered Buildings 
 Site Utilities 
 Structural Steel 
 Interior Work

(304)232-5000 
www.jde-inc.com 

 

feltoncpa.com | 304-233-2420 | facebook.com/FeltonCPA/

FELTONCPA a.c.
Accounting + Consulting
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At USI, we’ve become a leader by doing things differently. We bring decades 
of risk management experience, a proprietary risk analysis process and a local 
team supported by the expertise of more than 6,000 professionals nationwide. 
Let us show you how the right plan and the right partner can help protect your 
company’s most valuable assets. Experience the USI ONE Advantage today!

Building Solutions to Manage Risk 

USI Insurance Services
2-22nd Street, Ste. 200 

Wheeling, West Virginia 
304.232.0600 | www.usi.com

Property & Casualty  |  Surety  |  Employee Benefits  |  Personal Risk
© 2017 USI Insurance Services. All rights reserved.  

OVCEC
21 Armory Drive
Wheeling, WV 26003


