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The Ohio Valley Construction Employers Council, Inc. is a multi-employer contractors’ trade association consisting of member 
firms primarily engaged in the construction and related industries. Organized in the 1940’s as the Ohio Valley Builders Exchange, 
Inc., the organization grew out of a conviction among a group of astute, farsighted contractors that believed industry objectives 
can best be attained by team work and cooperation - by ASSOCIATION.
 
Restructured in 1973 as an amalgamation of various local contractor associations in the Valley, the OVCEC represents all facets 
of the construction industry including: The Wheeling Area Association of Plumbing, Heating and Cooling Contractors; The 
Wheeling/Steubenville Area Sheet Metal and Roofing Contractors’ Association; The Wheeling/Steubenville Association of 
Painting Contractors; and The West Virginia Highway/Heavy Contractors’ Association. The Construction Employers Council 
has developed a close liaison with the West Virginia Construction Council, the Ohio State Construction Council, and the 
National Construction Employers Council (NCEC). Close liaison with tri-state sister associations serves to further develop the 
organization’s regional coverage of West Virginia, southeastern Ohio and portions of Western Pennsylvania.
 
The Ohio Valley Construction Employers Council, Inc. is dedicated to the advancement of the construction industry and the 
protection of its members and the general public.
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National Road Utility Supply, Inc. was 
founded in 1985 on quality principles, 
products, and service. We continue today 
with these same three ideals. NRUSI 
stocks and distributes a broad line of 

water works supplies and materials to 
municipalities and contractors. With three 
locations to serve you, you can count on  
the high quality of service our customers 
have come to expect from us.
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IT SEEMS LIKE ONLY YESTERDAY when I agreed to assume the reins of the OVCEC and that was more 
than eighteen months ago. Since I had retired from the Master Builders’ Association in Pittsburgh, my 
plans were to stay long enough to assist the Executive Committee in their quest to find a permanent 
executive director. Then early in 2020, the pandemic known as Covid-19 crippled the country and 
the world for that matter. Except for the construction industry, the business world slowed to a crawl. 
The OVCEC likewise operated on a limited schedule providing the bare essentials to the Ohio Valley 
construction market. Without holding the usual events and limiting meetings to Zoom calls, I was not 
able to get out and meet many of the OVCEC members in person.
 
With 2021 came the distribution of the Covid-19 vaccinations and the country was beginning to emerge 
from the pandemic. Businesses were returning to normal slowly but surely. I took this opportunity to 
inform the OVCEC Executive Committee that I would be re-retiring at the end of 2021. The OVCEC 
leadership conducted a search for the next, more permanent executive director. That search resulted in the 
hiring of Eric Starkowicz. I hired Eric at the MBA several years ago and during his tenure there, he gained 
a wealth of knowledge and experience. Being familiar with the commercial construction industry, Eric 
was able to hit the ground running in managing committees, growing the membership, and coordinating 
numerous events for the MBA and the construction industry. One of his shining accomplishments was 
taking “The Construction Industry Evening of Excellence” to new heights. The event, featuring the 
MBA Building Excellence Awards, has become THE construction industry event of the year in Western 
Pennsylvania with over fourteen-hundred attendees from every facet of the construction industry.
 
ERIC IS READY TO MANAGE HIS OWN ASSOCIATION and the OVCEC will benefit from his 
experience, energy, and innovative ideas for the future. He WOWED the search committee during the 
interview process, as I knew he would. Eric assumed his new post at the OVCEC on July 6, 2021, and he is 
all in. Eric, his wife Charlotte, and young son, Gunnar have already bought a house in Wheeling and he is 
excited to take the OVCEC to the next level of greatness. As he did with the MBA, Eric has hit the ground 
running and is anxious to meet all of you.
 
As for me, I will be here until the end of 2021 to assist in a smooth transition and to continue to manage 
many of the labor relations activities, allowing Eric time to evaluate and map out a strategic plan for the 
future of the OVCEC. While my time here has been brief, it has been extremely rewarding. I started 
my career in the Ohio Valley working at the W.H. Sammis Power Plant in Empire, Ohio many, many 
years ago and I will be ending my career here in Wheeling, WV where I grew up, in nearby Claysville, 
PA. Although my tenure with the OVCEC has been brief, I take great satisfaction in handing over the 
association in better shape than I found it and I am even more excited about the future of the OVCEC 
under Eric’s leadership.

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Eric has hit 
the ground 

running and is 
anxious to meet 

all of you.

Jack Ramage

Eric Starkowicz
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

WEST VIRGINIA & 
OHIO
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WEST VIRGINIA
Heeding a new law passed in the 
2121 regular session, Governor 
Justice has called the WV 
Legislature back into two special 
sessions in June. Both sessions 
were called because of the new 
law, HB 2014, which required 
any executive spending of $150 
million or more to be approved 
by the Legislature. 

The first session was called to 
allocate $150 million dollars 
to the WV Department of 
Highways for increased county 
maintenance needs. The money 
was designated from the $390 
million of excess revenues 
collected for the first 11 months 
of the 2020-21 budget year.  
Highway officials called for the 
additional spending in an effort 
to correct the severe winter 
damage inflicted on roads, 

bridges and slips. The money 
was not allocated uniformly 
to all counties, but based on 
individual county needs and 
requirements. Governor 
Justice also placed on the call 
the spending of approximately 
$800 million of federal stimulus 
monies that were directed 
to the state’s Department of 
Health and Human Resources 
societal obligations as well as 
an additional $95 million to the 
Department of Education to 
fund the school lunch programs.

Lawmakers returned for a 
second call in late June to 
approve the Governor’s plan 
to spend approximately $250 
million of budget surplus on a 
variety of projects and programs. 
Here are some the largest awards 
approved by the Legislature: $48 
million to the Department of 
Education to be used for building 
improvements and upgrades; 
$50 million towards major 
improvements at state parks 
and the newly designated New 
River Gorge National Park; $30 
million to the state’s Economic 
Development Department 
to be used in courting new 
business development and 
project expansions in WV; $58 
million in surplus dollars will be 
applied to the 2021-22 budgets 
of WVU, Marshall and other 

smaller institutions of higher 
education. 

At the end of June, the state ended 
the 2021 Fiscal Year with a $413 
million surplus. Subtracting the 
cost of the two special session 
spending plans, the state still 
collected an additional $13 
million more than estimated. 
These excess revenues will be 
deposited in the WV Rainy Day 
Fund which, at the end of FY 
2021, held an additional $995 
million in reserve. Despite the 
pandemic’s deleterious effect on 
the economy, the state’s balance 
sheet remains strong and the 
economy is robust.

POLITICAL NEWS
Although Governor Justice has 
been a trusted steward of the 
state’s finances, he and his family 
members are reeling from a 
continued downturn in his 
personal business assets. Earlier 
this summer, the Governor 
was sued by Credit Suisse 
Group seeking repayment of a 
nearly $700 million personally 
guaranteed loan that the 
Governor entered into with 
Greensill Capital to fund his 
struggling Bluestone Resources 
coal operations. Credit Suisse 
subsequently purchased the 
assets of Greensill after it had 
filed for bankruptcy. In addition 
to the Credit Suisse obligation, 

OVCEC MEMBERS 
CAN REVIEW ALL 
PASSED AND SIGNED 
LEGISLATION BY 
VISITING: WWW.
WVLEGISLATURE.GOV

At the end of 
June, the state 
ended the 2021 
Fiscal Year 
with a $413 
million surplus.
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another bank, Carter Bank & Trust of 
Bassett, Virginia, has sued the Governor in 
an attempt to force payment of $380 million 
in loans made to Justice held companies. 
Similar to the Credit Suisse loans, the 
Governor has also personally guaranteed 
the Carter Bank loans.

Recently, Governor Justice announced 
that he was engaged in positive settlement 
talks with Credit Suisse. The two sides are 
hoping that surging metallurgical coal prices 
will help to meet a restructured repayment  
Plan under consideration. Governor  
Justice has filed a counter suit against 
Carter Bank. Justice is seeking $421 million 
in damages based on allegations of anti-
competitive behavior, breach of contract 
and fiduciary duties. 

The West Virginia Legislature’s Joint 
Redistricting Committee plans to conduct 
12 in person hearings and three virtual 
hearings. Lawmakers are expected to hear 
public comments and recommendations 
throughout the state. Wheeling will 
host one of the public hearings. It will 
be held on August 24 at Independence 
Hall on Market Street. Local members of 
the Joint Committee are: Senator Ryan 
Weld (R-Brooke); Delegate Erikka Storch 
(R-Ohio); Delegate Shawn Fluharty 
(D-Ohio). Arguably, the two biggest issues 
facing the Joint Committee on Redistricting 
will be creating single member districts 
for the WV House of Delegates and the 
redrawing of Congressional districts to 
reflect the census driven loss of one WV 
Congressional seat.

OHIO
The Ohio General Assembly recently 
finished work on a  biennial budget that 
contemplates spending $75 billion dollars 
of general fund revenues and $162 billion 
from all funds over the next two years. The 
new budget document increases spending 
by $5 billion over the previous biennial. 
It accomplishes the new spending levels 
without any new or increased taxes. The 
spending plan relies on continued robust 

economic activity and public spending to 
generate the extra revenues. The most 
significant policy change is the adoption 
of a new funding plan for elementary and 
secondary education. The new plan will 
calculate new per pupil costs while factoring 
in the local property taxes and expected 
income levels in each school district. The 
new school spending plan is estimated to 
cost $15 billion dollars over the next two 
years. The price tab is steep but goes a long 
way in funding a more equitable education 
system. Lawmakers will reevaluate the new 
funding formulas in two years to determine 
continued affordability. 

Lawmakers made several tax code changes 
that will, hopefully, make Ohio more 
competitive with surrounding states: 
reduces all personal income tax brackets by 
3% and establishes a top tier income tax rate 
of 3.99%; raises the income level for the first 
bracket from $22,150 to $25,000; creates 
a tax deduction for capital gains taken by 
investors in eligible Ohio venture capital 
firms. This special deduction won’t begin 
until 2026; establishes a new tax credit for 
large projects that invest a minimum of 
$1billion in fixed assets and create a $75 
million annual Ohio payroll; eliminates 
state sales tax on employment services.

The new budget also allocates $350 million 
for brownfield remediation and creates 
a $150 million fund for preparing old 
industrial sites for new use and purposes. 
Like most states, Ohio will also invest 
$250 million in broadband expansion in 
underserved areas of the state. 

POLITICAL NEWS
The US Attorneys Office for southern Ohio 
just announced a settlement with First 
Energy over its involvement in funneling 
$60 million in dark money in an effort to 
sway legislators to vote favorably on the 
controversial HB 6. The bill was successfully 
passed in 2019 but touched off a federal 
probe and subsequent  indictments of then 
Ohio House Speaker Larry Householder and 
four other political allies. All were charged 

with criminal bribery charges based on an 
80 page federal complaint. Householder was 
impeached and subsequently removed from 
the General Assembly. Trying to get out in 
front of the public disillusionment created 
by HB 6, most of the more controversial 
components have been removed by 
legislative action. 

First Energy agreed to a deferred prosecution 
and was fined $230 million for its role in the 
bribery scheme. The company will pay $115 
to the US Treasury and the remaining $115 
to a number of state operated funds that 
help needy and indigent consumers with 
their utility bills. The government attorneys 
indicated that former company executives 
may still face indictments. The agreement 
extracts some level of punishment for the 
company’s role in the scandal yet allows 
the company’s new leadership to operate 
a valuable public utility that provides a  
critical service and employs thousands of 
dedicated employees. 

Like all states, the Ohio General Assembly 
will turn its attention to redistricting efforts 
when it returns from its summer recess. 
Ohio bifurcates its redistricting obligations. 
It has created an Ohio Redistricting 
Commission in an effort to determine 
fair and equitable representation in the 
General Assembly. The Commission is 
made up of the Governor, Secretary of 
State, State Auditor, 2 Republicans from 
the House and Senate and two Democrats 
from the House and Senate. The General 
Assembly is charged with drawing a new 
congressional map. Legislators can adopt 
a new congressional map if three-fifths 
of the General Assembly’s members vote 
to approve, including one-half of the 
minority party members. A six member 
advisory commission is also involved in 
both congressional and state legislative 
redistricting efforts. Lawmakers expect to 
receive final US Census data by mid-August.
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infrastructure
WEST VIRGINIA IS A STATE OF NATURAL 
BEAUTY due to its rivers, lakes, and mountains. 
Residents and visitors enjoy fishing, boating, 
and hiking, but depend upon the state’s critical 
infrastructure to access and preserve these resources 
while also providing for other everyday needs. 
However, West Virginia’s population is declining. 
Much of the state’s infrastructure constructed 
over the past 70 years has deteriorated while 
new construction, replacement, rehabilitation, 
and repair efforts have not kept pace with the 
needs. West Virginia’s challenges beg important 
questions: How will West Virginians maintain the 
aging infrastructure to ensure our families, friends, 
and visitors are safe? Does the state have adequate 
resources to maintain safe roads and bridges, provide 
clean drinking water, properly collect, and treat 
wastewater, and ensure dams protect households 
and property?

Fortunately, every day, civil engineers focus on 
these types of infrastructure questions. Because 
infrastructure impacts so many aspects of the lives 
of West Virginia’s citizens, the West Virginia 
Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers  
(ASCE) evaluated key aspects of our state’s 
infrastructure. West Virginians benefit from this 
objective review undertaken by engineering experts. 
The 2020 West Virginia Infrastructure Report Card 
represents the first evaluation performed by the 
West Virginia Section of ASCE and focused on five 
categories of infrastructure.

GRADING WEST VIRGINIA’S
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EXCEPTIONAL: FIT FOR THE 

FUTURE The infrastructure in the 
system or network is generally in 
excellent condition, typically new 
or recently rehabilitated, and meets 

capacity needs for the future. A few elements show 
signs of general deterioration that require attention. 
Facilities meet modern standards for functionality 
and are resilient to withstand most disasters and 
severe weather events.

12

GRADING SCALE

F

GOOD: ADEQUATE FOR NOW 
The infrastructure in the system 
or network is in good to excellent 
condition; some elements show signs 
of general deterioration that require 

attention. A few elements exhibit significant 
deficiencies. Safe and reliable with minimal capacity 
issues and minimal risk.

MEDIOCRE: REQUIRES 

ATTENTION The infrastructure 
in the system or network is in fair 
to good condition; it shows general 
signs of deterioration and requires 

attention. Some elements exhibit significant 
deficiencies in conditions and functionality, with 
increasing vulnerability to risk.

POOR: AT RISK The 
infrastructure is in poor to fair 
condition and mostly below 
standard, with many elements 
approaching the end of their 

service life. A large portion of the system 
exhibits significant deterioration. Condition and 
capacity are of significant concern
with strong risk of failure.

FAILING/CRITICAL: 

UNFIT FOR PURPOSE The 
infrastructure in the system is 
in unacceptable condition with 
widespread advanced signs of 

deterioration. Many of the components of the 
system exhibit signs of imminent failure.

ROADS

WASTEWATER

DRINKING 
WATER

BRIDGES

2020 REPORT CARD FOR

WEST VIRGINIA’S 
INFRASTRUCTURE
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BRIDGES

INFRASTRUCTURE

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

It’s crucial for West Virginia to have an exceptional bridge network so that residents and visitors can enjoy the beautiful mountain 
ranges and scenic views the state’s blessed with. Over 95% of the state’s 7,291 bridges are maintained by the West Virginia Division 
of Highways (WVDOH). Of those bridges, 21% or 1,531 are structurally deficient, a much higher percentage than the national 
average of 7%. Replacing, widening, strengthening, or repairing efforts are estimated to cost the state around $2.9 billion. In 2017, 
to address this investment need, the state increased the gas tax by 3½ cents per gallon which generates an additional $750,000 per 
year in funding. In that same year, the state also voted to fund The Roads to Prosperity initiative that includes funding measures 
that should generate $2.8 billion for highway and bridge construction over several years.

FUTURE NEED

State and federal funding is needed to maintain bridges in West Virginia. According to the 2020 American Road and Transportation 
Builders Association (ARTBA) Bridge Report, West Virginia’s replacement, widening and strengthening costs were around $2.9 
billion for 3,660 bridges, with this cost rising each year. Over the last ten years, WVDOH revenue has averaged $1.15 billion each 
year to be reinvested back into the entire transportation program which includes all transportation related programs not just 
bridges. Under the current federal program, transportation agencies tend to delay needed repairs and maintenance and instead 
direct funds toward new construction projects, rather than toward fixing the existing problems at hand. If this practice continues, 
the future cost for bridge repair and maintenance will only increase over time.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO RAISE THE GRADE

•  Increase funding needed from state and/or federal levels for proper operation and maintenance of current and future bridges.
•  Continue to use to the TAMP to prioritize and decrease the structurally deficient bridges.
•  Increase the amount of research done with specific products including expansion joint materials, concrete, and corrosion  
 protection to name a few, to propel the industry toward better building products and rehabilitation methods that would  
 prolong the life of West Virginia’s bridges.
•  Sustain the current momentum provided by the Roads to Prosperity program to remove all posted and poor condition  
 bridges in the system and to maintain bridges so that they do not slip into the structurally deficient category. This would  
 mean continuing the funding provided by the program, continuity in leadership philosophy and commitment to  
 transportation, collaboration with FHWA, and perhaps cost sharing with private partnerships.
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DRINKING 
WATER

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Some drinking water systems in West Virginia are losing more than half of their treated water throughout the distribution systems.
This non-revenue (lost) water requires investment in infrastructure replacements and technology improvements to locate and 
replace sections of the lines associated with the leaks. However, West Virginia has a very rough and rugged topography with many 
streams and rivers which make locating leaks difficult. This presents a major challenge for improving West Virginia’s already 
struggling drinking water infrastructure. Currently water utilities are seeking approximately $302 million to address their needs. 
Inter-agency collaborations are expanding access to resources to upgrade drinking water infrastructure and for training personnel, 
including the implementation of asset management systems. To improve the resilience of the state’s drinking water networks, 
personnel are responding to utilities impacted by natural disasters to share expertise and assist in returning to normal operations.

FUTURE NEED

West Virginia obtains some of its funding from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWTRF). In fiscal year 2020 West 
Virginia received approximately $11 million from the DWTRF with WVIJDC providing the 20%, in-state match. This funding 
is provided annually by the EPA to enable the state to fund two distinct programs to assist drinking water systems. Most of the 
funding goes toward infrastructure projects through the DWTRF. A smaller portion is set aside for the capitalization grant funds 
to aid and monitor water systems’ performance. The current funding is not adequate to meet the state’s infrastructure needs.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO RAISE THE GRADE

•  Create a common system of criteria to prioritize projects for spending the state’s limited funding.
•  Completely use allocated state funds leaving no reserves. Once all the funds are used, then searching for or leveraging other  
 sources such as bond issues could take place.
•  Require the state to match federal funds, when necessary.
•  Create a bond program for funding of water and wastewater systems similar to the 2017 Roads to Prosperity Program, which  
 currently is financing improvements to the deteriorated road and bridge infrastructure.
•  Increase funding for certified operator training to provide knowledge of the Safe Drinking Water Act and increase compliance  
 of systems with SDWA standards.
• Continue to consider Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) as an additional funding source and progress when appropriate.
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ROADS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

West Virginia Division of Highways (WVDOH) maintains the sixth largest highway system in the nation with its purview 
extending across 93% of the state’s 38,000 miles of roadways; 88% is rural and 12% urban. WVDOH is one of only four states that 
maintain both state and county roads, many over mountainous terrain which makes maintenance and safety challenging. In 2017, 
the fatality rate on West Virginia’s rural roads was nearly three times higher than other roads in the state and almost double the 
national average. The projected cost of pavement maintenance is reaching $400 million annually, while near-term (2025) travel 
projections are expected to increase by 37%. Thankfully, the Roads to Prosperity Program, initiated by Governor Jim Justice in 
conjunction with the WVDOH, and the completion of a few capacity-adding projects are expected to enhance safety, support the 
state’s economy, and improve overall road conditions.

FUTURE NEED

Due to a lack of transportation funding, the miles of roadway in poor condition is projected to increase from 29% to 34% by 2023. 
An update from the West Virginia Long Range Multi-Modal Transportation plan shows a travel demand model that compares 
VMT from 2010 to 2040. That model shows that, without significant project development, several rural roads will have deficient 
levels of service. The total estimated annual road repair and preservation needed is $1.6 billion.

The Roads to Prosperity Program aims to address West Virginia’s future needs by catching up on improvements to the rapidly 
deteriorating road conditions. Over the next several years, more than 700 projects across all 55 counties will provide new roads and
bridges while simultaneously fixing the existing ones. This program has created over 48,000 jobs and has affected more than 1,200
miles of roadway.

Further needs for the state include the completion of the Appalachian Development Highway System (ADHS), but more specifically
the completion of Corridor H. Corridor H is the longest in the state at 134 miles. It is roughly 77% complete with 103 miles open to
traffic. The remaining 31 miles are going to be difficult to construct due to the mountainous terrain. As a result, it is estimated to 
cost nearly a $1 billion to complete.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO RAISE THE GRADE

•  Increase the awareness of Value Engineering to be utilized in more projects throughout the state in order to reduce costs and  
 preserve funding budgets. This would allow for an increase in project completion while maintaining appropriate funds.
•  Complete the remaining 31 miles of Corridor H on schedule and within budget. The anticipated completion of Corridor H will  
 drastically increase the economy of West Virginia. This will save significant travel time for passenger vehicles and freight, and  
 it would create thousands of jobs. Corridor H will connect northwestern Virginia to central West Virginia.
•  Increase investments into transportation from both state and federal sources. Nearly 10,000 jobs in West Virginia would be  
 created if there was a $500 million annual increase in new highway revenues. The FHWA estimates that $1.00 spent on road,  
 highway and bridge improvements results in an average benefit of $5.20 in the form of vehicle operating costs, reduced delays,  
 and improved safety.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Many of West Virginia’s wastewater utilities have worked diligently to operate and maintain their systems, but only a quarter of 
these utilities employ asset management to extend the infrastructure’s life. Routine rehabilitation, service extensions, and day-to-
day operations can overtax some utilities’ resources because user rates are too low, the rate-paying population base is dwindling, 
and existing financing mechanisms are undesirable. Therefore, as of 2020 significant portions of the state’s wastewater systems 
have deteriorated including 59 combined sewer systems requiring $1.2 billion to address state and federal requirements. From a 
positive perspective, inter-agency collaborations are expanding access to resources to upgrade wastewater infrastructure to meet 
new water quality standards and networks of wastewater sector personnel are responding to utilities impacted by natural disasters 
to share expertise, assist in returning to normal operations, and improve resilience.

FUTURE NEED

According to WVIJDC’s “2017 Needs Assessment”, $395 million worth of wastewater projects were awaiting funding. An additional 
$1.6 billion was needed to finance combined sewer overflow (CSO) control projects. Furthermore, $10.7 billion was also needed 
to construct sewers to every unserved house, exclusive of costs for upgrading existing systems or new construction of wastewater 
treatment facilities. Thus, the total identified need in 2017 was $12.7 billion. A primary source of project financing is the CWSRF 
program, which is managed by the WVDEP. For FY2020, the estimated net available funds are $55 million. Like many other 
states, most of the available funds originated from annual USEPA capitalization grants. The USEPA’s rules require recipient states 
to provide a 20% match for each annual grant awarded, which West Virginia fulfills through utilization of WVIJDC funds. In 
addition to the state’s match, the available funds are further comprised of loan repayments and returns on investments. At the end 
of calendar year 2019, the WVIJDC had approximately $100 million available for water or wastewater projects.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO RAISE THE GRADE

•  Combine, when financially and geographically feasible, various sewer utilities and/or plants and, where pertinent, improve the  
 resilience of systems in the flood-prone areas and provide more resources.
•  Require all funding programs to include asset management plans as a condition of receipt of project financing. Furthermore,  
 develop a program for auditing the implementation and updating of asset management plans.
•  Develop programs for monitoring, repairing, replacing, and constructing decentralized wastewater treatment systems statewide.
•  Create a bond program for funding of water and wastewater systems similar to the 2017 Roads to Prosperity Program, which is  
 providing funding for improvements to deteriorated road and bridge infrastructure. This could be accomplished via a bond  
 issue that would increase the grant and loan funding available through the WVIJDC.
•  Collaborate with agencies and the Legislature to continue easing regulatory burdens affecting revenue and project financing.
•  Ensure sewer rates cover the full cost of service including operation, maintenance and capital costs.

WASTEWATER
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IN 2020, THE OVERALL GRADE FOR WEST VIRGINIA’S INFRASTRUCTURE was a 
cumulative grade of D. For comparison, the 2017 ASCE National Infrastructure Report Card 
for similar categories had a cumulative grade of D+. While West Virginia’s grades are only 
better in one category, most are equal to or below the national grades and need to improve.

RECOMMENDATION TO RAISE WEST VIRGINIA’S GRADES INCLUDE:

•  Sustain the current momentum provided by the Roads to Prosperity program to remove all  
 posted and poor condition bridges in the system.
•  Increase overall investment in transportation sector is greatly needed. Nearly 10,000 jobs in  
 West Virginia would be created if there was a $500 million annual increase in additional  
 highway revenues. The FHWA estimates that $1.00 spent on road, highway and bridge  
 improvements results in an average benefit of $5.20 in the form of vehicle operating costs  
 reduced delays, and improved safety.
•  Create a common system of criteria to be used to determine which projects are a priority to  
 spend the state’s limited funding. This would provide funds to make improvements to West  
 Virginia’s priority drinking water and wastewater infrastructure needs.
•  Consolidate, when financially and geographically feasible, various wastewater plants to  
 provide more resources to struggling utilities.
•  Create a bond program for funding of water and wastewater systems similar to the 2017  
 Roads to Prosperity Program. This could be accomplished via a bond issue that would  
 increase the grant and loan funding available through the West Virginia Infrastructure and  
 Jobs Development Council (WVIJDC).
•  Increase funding for the WV Dam Safety Rehabilitation Revolving Fund Program to expand  
 resource accessibility for improvements and construction more accessible.

H ow  w i l l  t h e s e  c h a l l e n g e s  b e  a d d re ss e d ?  T h e  a n sw e r  b e g i n s 
w i t h  a r t i c l e s  l i k e  t h i s  o n e.  We  h o p e  t h e  2 0 2 0  Re p o r t  C a rd 
fo r  We s t  V i rg i n i a ’s  I n f ra s t r u c t u re  w i l l  h e l p  by  i n c re a s i n g 
aw a re n e ss  o f  i n f ra s t r u c t u re  n e e d s  t o  h e l p  fo c u s  t h e  d i s c u ss i o n 
a n d  l i m i t e d  re s o u rc e s  o n  i m p rov i n g  i n f ra s t r u c t u re  t o  s u p p o r t 
We s t  V i rg i n i a ’s  e c o n o my  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  l i fe.



TRAINED 
AND READY 
TO GO

OUR STUDENTS ARE

We also offer customized 
training for employees 
and the flexibility to earn 
a certificate or 
associate degree 
while working.

WHEELING • NEW MARTINSVILLE • WEIRTON

304.214.8968   |  WWW.WVNCC.EDU

WEST VIRGINIA 
NORTHERN

COMMUNITY
C O L L E G E

(304)232-5000
www.jde-inc.com

JD&E provides all facets of construction services for projects of all types and sizes within the commercial,
industrial, gas and oil and private sectors. For quality, experience and attention to detail, contact JD&E today.

 Construction Management

 Design/Build

 General Contracting

 Mass Earthwork

 Retaining Walls

 Concrete Structures/Foundations

 Site Development

 Slip/Slide Repairs

 Pre-Engineered Buildings

 Site Utilities

 Structural Steel

 Interior Work



 

KARRAS PAINTING LLC 

Karras Painting LLC, one of the oldest painting 
companies in the Ohio Valley, was started in 1943 by 
Michael Karras. Formerly a ship’s captain in the Greek 
Merchant Marines, Karras came to America as a young 
man and married Betty Valan, whose father started 
the firm J.M. Valan Company, and settled in the Ohio 
Valley. Michael Karras started the business as a sole 
proprietorship operating from his home. In 1969 the 
company incorporated, expanding services and areas 
of operation and have in peak time employed as many 
as 40 painters. 
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rom the churn of paddlewheels on the Ohio, to the rattle of 
Conestoga wagons along the Old National Pike, to the mournful cry 
of steam locomotives pulling into the station, Wheeling’s storied 
neighborhoods have long been filled with the beautiful noise and 
bustle of transportation. And both the boundaries and character of 
each of those neighborhoods have been defined, in large part, by the 
city’s role as a transportation hub.

But perhaps no other mode of transportation has had a greater 
impact on Wheeling’s neighborhoods than the automobile and the 
transportation infrastructure built to accommodate it: the modern 
interstate highway system and the bridges, overpasses, ramps, and 
tunnels that make it work.

For better or worse, the construction of the Fort Henry Bridge, 
Wheeling Tunnel, I-70, I-470, and the changes to Route 2, 
dramatically altered Wheeling at all levels. And perhaps the most 
profound impact came at the level of neighborhood.

Early highway planning, the so-called “Thoroughfare Plan” 
considered transportation in and around Wheeling to be a 
“circulation system” and value “efficient vehicular movement” 
and minimized losses of time as the standards. While recognizing 
that “construction of a new major artery will have a profound 
influence on a community,” and that thoroughfare planning “must 
be carefully balanced against other community objectives,” planners 
emphasized that, “with the reduction in railroad traffic into the area, 
the primary means of transportation now relies on trucking.” So 
trucking was seen as essential to economic growth and to Wheeling 
maintaining its position as a marketing center for the Upper Ohio 

F
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Valley. Accommodating such trucking by minimizing time and 
maximizing their speed became one of the primary early goals of  
highway planning.

In addition, Wheeling had to be “made more accessible.” “Regardless 
of how attractive the shopping facilities are in downtown Wheeling,” 
said the planners, “if it cannot be easily reached, customers will 
soon change their shopping habits.” Planners stressed the need for 
a unified front of the public, to “stress the need for I-70 and I-470 
and the Route 2 Freeway.” They believed that traffic movements 
would be greatly facilitated. “Trips to Pittsburgh from Wheeling 
will undoubtedly increase in number with the completion of I-70. 
Inter-city trips will also increase as the ability to move quickly is 
made possible by the new interstate routes.” Later planning for I-470 
had the goal of relieving the throughtraffic on Interstate 70 in the 
Wheeling area and on the Fort Henry Bridge.

The Fort Henry Bridge was the first piece of the I-70 puzzle to 
become a reality, opening to traffic in 1955. The WV/DOT began 
obtaining right of way for Interstate I-70 in 1961. Work began on 
the I-70 tunnel in 1963. The tunnel was dedicated on December 12, 
1966 and opened to traffic in 1967. The I-70 link through Elm Grove 
was begun in 1968 and opened in August of 1971. Construction on 
I-470 through Wheeling began in 1975 and was complete by 1983. 
This included the Route 2 link from I-70 at the tunnel to I-470 at 
Twenty-ninth Street.

Of course, building roads through urban and suburban areas means 
relocating and demolishing a significant number of residential homes 
and businesses, with compensation, via “right of way” and “eminent 
domain” laws. Suffice to say, a lot of homes were moved and a lot of 
businesses were lost, and those kinds of structural changes directly 
impact the character of a neighborhood.

Construction of the I-70 tunnel, for example, had a significant impact 
on the African American community. Ann and Clyde Thomas were 
married in Wayman A.M.E. Church. A few years later, Wayman 
was razed to make way for the tunnel. The building stood near what 
is now the eastbound entrance. While the church was relocated to 
Eoff Street, the impact on the community was significant.

Regarding construction of I-70, Don A. remembered, “watching all 
the huge dump trucks. We used to sneak up and ride our bikes on 
the unopened parts of the highway. As time went on 1-70 from Elm 
Grove to town wasn’t open yet, so we moved from bikes to drag 
racing our cars.”

Changes to Elm Grove were extensive. Much of the business district 
east of the Monument Place Bridge was lost, along with quite a 
number of residences. Businesses like Princess Theatre, Foodland, 
Butler Florist, Robert Hall Clothing Store and venerable structures 
like the Stone Presbyterian Church and Elm Grove Church of God 
were lost. Over 20 businesses were lost or relocated and over 150 
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homes were demolished in Elm Grove to make way for I-70 and 
the on/off ramps. Elm Grove has never recovered, and Breezewood 
can no longer be seen from the PA Turnpike. People were told that 
the Interstate would bring new life to Elm Grove’s business district; 
but this was not true. It took years for the east end of Elm Grove to 
recover and the Interstate had very little to do with the progress. 

Construction of I-470 and Route 2 took large 
tracts in Center and South Wheeling, and 
later, Bethlehem. Businesses lost included the 
Foodland and Big Wheel stores. “I lived on 
26th & Eoff,” Jack F. said, “and we lost the old 
Webster Grade School and the 26th Street 
playground & Cave Club plus a lot of homes.” 
Valerie H. added, “Our end of the street became 
pretty much a ghost town when the houses on 
the highway side were removed.” The I-470 
bypass proceeded up the hill to Bethlehem, 
where changes were also significant. Perhaps no Wheeling 
neighborhoods felt the impact of the construction of Route 2 quite 
as powerfully as Goosetown and East Wheeling. “Goosetown was a 
very, very active, little community,” Jack Fahey remembered. “There 
were probably 75 to 100 homes there at one time. When the highway 
came in, it was destroyed. There are probably 22 homes down there 
now. It is a dead-end street when you go down off McCollough 
Street down into Goosetown.”

In 1940, Italian immigrant “Jerry” Ammirante opened a grocery store 
above Ziegenfelder’s Candy Store on 18th Street. He sent for his wife, 
Josephine, to join him from Italy. Jerry’s grocery grew into a local 
favorite, selling everything from hot Italian sausage and imported 
cheeses to Christmas trees in season. The store became a place to 
congregate and chat with neighbors. By 1978 competition from large 
chain groceries like Kroger made survival nearly impossible, but 

Jerry’s held on stubbornly, the last outpost of 
Little Italy in East Wheeling. But when Route 2 
came through, parts of 18th Street—including 
the store, St. Anthony’s, and the Ammirante 
home—were targeted for demolition. It was 
the end of an era, and the neighborhood has 
never been the same. 

And that has been the inevitable result of 
highway construction. Wheeling has become 
less of a hub and more of a place to drive 

through and around while headed elsewhere. Whether the pros 
outweigh the cons is debatable. But there can be little debate about 
the dramatic impact the highways have had, in combination with 
other changes, on Wheeling’s neighborhoods.
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WHITACRE ENGINEERING has announced a name 
change for the 101-YEAR-OLD COMPANY. The 
company is now officially WHITACRE REBAR, a name 
selected to better reflect the company’s growth in the 
areas of furnishing and placing fabricated reinforcing 
steel, rather than in providing engineered solutions.

“Our business has evolved over the years.” said Scott 
Clymire, CEO. “We started over 100 years ago as a 
structural engineering company, which slowly evolved 
into material supply and installation for the systems we 
were designing. As the years went by and construction 
technology changed, we found our niche in supplying 
and installing fabricated rebar.”

The company began in 1920 by providing engineering 
systems that evolved into providing hollow clay role 
fillers, steel, and other building materials that contractors 
and engineers could use for structural support. Over the 

WELCOME TO OUR ONGOING SERIES 

featuring member companies that made 

their mark by reaching that rare century in 

business. In this issue we feature ANOTHER 

of our members that has been going strong 

for 100 years! 
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100 YEARS STRONG

decades and given new demands of the market, Whitacre 
Rebar progressed into a company solely focused on 
providing a coordinated package of rebar services.

With offices in Canton, OH, and Syracuse, NY, Whitacre 
Engineering, Inc. has been a part of some of the largest 
construction projects in its service areas, including 
Cleveland Browns Stadium, Quicken Loans Arena, 
Progressive Field, the Society (Key) Tower in Cleveland, 
PPG Arena in Pittsburgh, and the Carousel Mall and 
Carrier Dome in Syracuse.

“Changing our name doesn’t change the commitment we 
have always had to our customers,” said Clymire. “We 
know quality and service are the most important success 
factors in any business. So, while we’re changing our 
name to be more reflective of what we do now, we will 
still provide the same top-quality products and services 
our customers depend on.”

ABOUT WHITACRE REBAR

Whitacre Rebar provides rebar for commercial 
construction projects, highway and bridge construction, 
industrial buildings, power plant, oil and gas construction, 
and water/sewer construction. Throughout its 101+ 
years in business, Whitacre’s focus has evolved to 
providing complete rebar services in the Ohio, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Indiana, Michigan, and West Virginia.



26

Revolutionizing Transportation 
from Almost Heaven



B A C K  T O  B U S I N E S S

Newly renovated in 2021, Oglebay’s state-of-
the-art meeting facilities feature a variety of 
amenities paired with the highest standards in 
presentation technology. 

Book a site visit today and explore 20,000 
square feet of newly renovated meeting space.

304-243-4060  |  WWW.OGLEBAY.COMWHEELING, WV

Newly Renovated 
Meeting Facilities

OP WV exec BUSINESS CONF ad 2020.indd   1OP WV exec BUSINESS CONF ad 2020.indd   1 9/4/20   2:15 PM9/4/20   2:15 PM



 

www.wheelhousecreativellc.com

ADVERTISING - PUBLIC RELATIONS - BRANDING - DESIGN - SOCIAL MEDIA STRATEGIES

WHEELING 16 Cypress Avenue - Wheeling, WV 26003 - 304.905.6005
PITTSBURGH One Gateway Center - 420 Fort Duquesne Blvd. - Suite 1875 - Pittsburgh, PA 15222 - 412.291.8971

WE HAVE THE POWER.
HARNESS THE POWER OF CREATIVITY



   
           
 
 
 
 
 

 IBEW #141                   NECA 
    

           United Electric   304-232-1330 
     Stewart Electric   304-277-4589 
           ERB Electric   740-633-5055 
          Yahn Electric   304-232-5070 
          Carol Electric   740-676-1572 
         Bryan Electric   740-695-9834 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Enhancing Quality of Life.

Environment / Energy / Infrastructure hullinc.com

Hull can provide a full range of Surveying, Engineering, and 
Environmental Consulting Services from our nearby St. Clairsville 
offi  ce. From conceptual planning through design and construction, 
Hull is ready and available to support your project.

Call our St. Clairsville offi  ce for further information: 740-217-7685
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A  O N E - D AY  E V E N T  T H AT  P R O V I D E S 
O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  A  L I F E T I M E .

CAREERS
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

BUILDING EFFICIENCY STRIVING TOGETHER

09.22.21
W H E E L I N G  P A R K  I C E  R I N K

JOB & CAREER FAIR
2 0 2 1  C O N S T R U C T I O N

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

For more information on booths, contact Ashley at 
projectbest@projectbest.com or at 304-214-9800.
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PAULL ASSOCIATES, INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE

Paull Associates Insurance/Real Estate was founded September 21, 1981. Formerly 
the A.V. Wood Insurance Agency, Paull Associates grew from a two person 
insurance organization to one of the larger insurance/real estate firms in northern 
West Virginia. Growing from a staff of 2 to 19 people, Paull Associates specializes 
in personal-professional insurance and real estate counseling, emphasizing above all 
service to their more than 5,000 clients. See our Associates in all four of our offices: 
Wheeling, Marshall County, Brooke County, and Belmont County. Paull Associates 
specializes in medium to large commercial insurance accounts, as well as a full line of 
personal insurance products for your life, home, and auto.

Lee C. Paull III, President and Founder, believes that the quality of life in the Ohio Valley is unmatched anywhere in America. If we can be 
of service with regard to your real estate or insurance needs, contact a representative of Paull Associates Real Estate/Insurance. We are here 
to serve you.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Wh e e l i n g  O f f i c e

1311 Chapline Street
Wheeling, WV 26003
Phone: (304) 233-3303
Fax: (304) 233-7524

M arshall County Office

903 Wheeling Avenue
Glen Dale, WV 26038
Phone: (304) 845-3303
Fax: (304) 845-3390

B ro o k e  Co u n t y  O f f i c e

Phone: (304) 737-3305
B e l m o n t  Co u n t y  O f f i c e

118 W Main Street
St. Clairsville, OH 43950
(740) 296-5387
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OGLEBAY OFFERS 54 COTTAGES scattered across the park. Originally known as “cabins,” these structures were quite rustic and 
built from recycled telephone poles donated by a utility company in 1938. Using the Civilian Conservation Corp as labor and the 
donated logs, these first cabins cost about $250 to build. Because there were no blueprints, the size of the cabins was determined by 
the size of the logs. Additional cabins were added in the 1950s, albeit at the much higher price of $7,000 each. 

By the 1980s the park undertook an aggressive decade-long cabin rebuilding program. During this period, the term cabin was replaced 
with cottage. Additional cottages were added over time. The size and placement was contingent on demand. Larger cottages along the 
Speidel Golf Course remain a draw for large groups. 

Cottages have always been popular. Some cottages are rented year after year by families who can trace their history with the park 
back decades. As tastes, styles, and the way guests use the cottages have changed, park leadership was challenged to rethink how the 
cottages are presented to meet ongoing demand. 

Wilson Lodge General Manager, Beth Whitehouse said, “When looking at the re-design concepts, we wanted to balance the essence 
of Oglebay's history, the warm wood, and fireplaces, with the addition of modern amenities that would give our customers the level 

FROM 
CABIN 
TO 
COTTAGE

FROM FROM 
CABIN CABIN 
TO TO 
COTTAGECOTTAGE
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NEW MEMBERS

WHEELING, WV

of comfort they are looking for.” When asked if 
there were any changes she was concerned about 
she added, “Two things stand out. First, gas versus 
wood-burning fireplaces has been controversial. 
Second, adding a dishwasher. So many guests talk 
about the ritual of deciding who does the dishes, 
it's a big deal! In both cases convenience has won 
the day and been a true blessing.” 

IN THE LAST TWO YEARS NEARLY 65% of 
Oglebay’s cottages have been revitalized. Cottage 
improvements include: new flooring; enhanced 
lighting; flexible and additional seating; the 
aforementioned dishwashers and gas fireplaces; 
updated electronics; stone countertops; and 
refreshed décor. 

Selecting which cottage to refurbish and at what 
time of the season is a true science. The occupancy 
percentage (number of times rented per year) and 
the remaining inventory, must be balanced with 
available funding and the availability of workers. 
Whitehouse wishes all the “stars would align so 
the work could be done more quickly,” but she 
remains convinced that the importance of giving 
guests “the comforts of home, with the amenities 
and service Oglebay guests have come to expect, 
are most important.” 

V i s i t  w w w. o g l e b ay. c o m / s t ay 
t o  ex p l o re  O g l e b ay ’s  m a ny 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  o p t i o n s .





NORTHERN DIVISION: 
740.699.0082     Fax: 740.699.0084

65945 Airport Road, St. Clairsville, OH  43950

AIRPORTS:
•  Installation of Engineered Material
 Arresting System (EMAS)
•  Crack Sealing
•  Asphalt Surface Treatment
•  Runway Marking (permanent and temporary)
•  Sealcoating

STATE/FEDERAL ROADWAYS:
•  Work Zone Traffic Control Devices
•  Raised Pavement Markers (RPMs)
•  Pavement Marking/Road Striping
•  Thermoplastics
•  Crack Sealing and Joint Adhesive

PROJECTS:
•  Driveways
•  Parking Lot Pavement Marking
•  Tennis/Basketball Court Coating

                                We are a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) 
                                 Certified in Ohio, West Virginia, Delaware, 
                                   Florida, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, 
                                     New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, 
                                      Pennsylvania, Tennessee and Virginia.

O  F    W  E  S  T     V  I  R  G  I  N  I  A

Asphalt
Pavement

Association

SERVICES

WE OFFER

COMPANY

OVERVIEW

LICENSES

and Codes

SOUTHERN DIVISION: 
304.372.7770     Fax: 304.489.7214

3164 Southern Highway, Mineral Wells, WV  26150

AMBER SEMONES, PRESIDENT • ASEMONES@MIDATLANTICUSA.COM
www.midatlanticusa.com

Mid-Atlantic Maintenance

                      Mid-Atlantic Maintenance was established in 2010. 
           We are a Small Business Certified (SBE) and a Women-Owned business.

License Number: WV 047493
DUNS: 054116478
NAICS: 237310, 238990, 339950, 561990, 14621

With over 30 years of combined experience and competitive pricing, Mid Atlantic Maintenance 
offers a vast array of traffic related services. We are committed to providing 

great customer service. Serving the public and private sector, 
we consider no job to be “too Big or too Small”.

AIRPORT RUNWAY MAINTENANCE • STRIPING • TRAFFIC CONTROL • CRACK FILLING • SEALCOATING
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MEMBER NEWS

In 2020, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh (CLP) 
selected VOLPATT for the renovation of their 
Downtown Library. The interior and exterior 
renovations and expansion have wrapped up 
on the two-story, 21,000+ SF CLP Downtown 
Branch. The library increased their space by 
68% by opening the second level with dedicated 
areas for children, teen and adult workspaces. 
Expanded windows on the second floor, new 
staircase, and relocated elevator

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
COMPLETED MARCH 2021
21,390 SF 
OWNER: CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF 
PITTSBURGH
VALUE: $4.4 MILLION 
DESIGN: LOYSEN + KREUTHMEIER 

YOUTH LIBRARY

ENTRY HALL



CONSTRUCTION 
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VOLPATT CONSTRUCTION has been selected to be the general 
contractor for the Etna Center for Community (ECC), which will 
house Etna’s public library, community center, and other shared 
assets. With over 30 years of award winning projects, Volpatt 
brings valuable experience and expertise that will be instrumental 
in this project’s development. After a rigorous vetting process, 
Volpatt Construction was chosen as the construction team to 
provide predevelopment services, which include cost estimating and 
constructability reviews for the project, with the expectation that the 
services would lead towards full construction management.

Volpatt Construction has an extensive portfolio of successful 
projects with a similar size, scale, program type, and complexity to 
the Etna Center for Community, such as the Beechwood and Mt. 
Washington Branches of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. Both 
of these renovations included additions which resemble the vision of 

ECC: an accessible, bright, and modern interior space to be enjoyed 
by multiple generations. Volpatt also worked with the Borough of 
Forest Hills to create their new municipal building. This project 
utilized renewable energy infrastructure such as solar panels and 
geothermal heating which allows the building to operate off the 
electrical grid. Volpatt’s construction management team worked with 
municipal leaders in Forest Hills throughout the whole construction 
process, from meeting with committees to helping with fundraising, 
and ultimately delivering a beautiful, state-of-the-art building.

Volpatt Construction’s sustainable building practices do not stop with 
the final building product, but also in how they build the buildings. 
They focus on how to reduce and recycle construction waste, as the 
construction industry as a whole is a major contributor to landfills. In 
addition, they have a commitment to work with local tradespeople 
when they meet the qualifications for the project.

CENTER EXTERIOR
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SIGNING CEREMONY AT BROOKE  
SHOWCASES APPRENTICESHIP
A signing ceremony was held on May 14 at Brooke High School where four new apprentices entered the Carpenters program.

“We wanted to recognize the top students who will be entering the Carpenters apprenticeship program just like how top athletes get 
recognition for scholarships,” said Jody Bonfini, a representative of the Eastern Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters.

On hand were teachers, parents, and Dr. Samuel White with the WVU Institute for Labor Studies.

WVU and the Carpenters entered into an agreement last year which will mean those who complete apprenticeship also will get an associates 
degree from the university. Other crafts are looking to do the same.
“Having the degree program with WVU helps recruit top candidates, especially when talking to some parents,” said Bonfini.

(Front row, from left) Brad Anderson, Tyler Apesos, Andrew Stewart, and Alexis Lucas were recognized for being accepted into the Carpenters apprenticeship program at 
a May 14 event at Brooke High School. (Back row, from left) Sam White, from WVU; Jody Bonfini and Nate Beha from the Carpenters; and Brooke County instructor Jack 
Minger are also pictured.
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NRCA’S NATIONAL ROOFING WEEK
At KALKREUTH ROOFING & SHEET METAL they love 
participating in NRCA’s National Roofing Week! NRW (June 6-12) 
exists to draw attention to the importance of protecting the fifth 
wall in your house and of course to appreciate the men and women 
working hard in this industry every day to ensure clients safety and 
peace of mind. Have a look at thier posts on social media!

Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter: @KalkreuthRoofingandSheetMetal
 

Sunday -  NRW Kickoff

Monday -  Signature projects: Showcase your company’s signature  

 residential and commercial projects

Tuesday -  Charitable projects: Share photos that demonstrate your  

 company’s charitable giving

Wednesday - Employee appreciation/highlight your MVP: Share photos of  

 your company’s employees and the most valuable players in  

 your company

Thursday -  Employee training: Share photos that demonstrate how you train 

 your workers

Friday -  Celebration: Share photos showing us how your  

 company celebrated

Saturday -  Wrap-up



40

FC CINCINNATI STADIUM (TQL) IN CINCINNATI
The KALKREUTH ROOFING AND SHEET METAL Columbus 
division began working on this project in March of 2020, installing a 
1,200 square ft. Fully-Adhered PVC Roofing System.
 
Total Quality Logistics Stadium is home to the Major League Soccer 
team known as FC Cincinnati. The stadium has the ability to hold 
up to 26,000 people, making it one of Kalkreuth’s larger-scale jobs. 
Working alongside Turner Construction Company, Populous 
Architects, and other trades, KRSM helped create a one-of-a-kind 
arena for Cincinnati, which features a 360-degree canopy roof 
covering every seat in the stadium but allows just enough sunlight in 
for natural green grass to grow!
 
“For a bigger project, it went fairly smooth,” says Stephen Coyle, 
Project Manager. “One of the challenges of the project was that the 
fast pace required our crews to work six or seven days per week for 

nearly a year to meet the opening schedule required by the owner. 
The project site was open seven days per week, so any issues or 
challenges presented to us during construction had to be resolved 
quickly to keep the project on schedule,” he says. With excellent 
communication and hard work, it was completed within the 
necessary timeline.
 
To view more information on this project and others, visit www.
krsm.net and select industry portfolio. 
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WOODSDALE ELEMENTARY
On June 7th, the Woodsdale Elementary School PTO and Playground Committee planned a party on the playground to publicly 
thank all their donors and volunteers throughout the Woodsdale PTO Community Playground Project. KALKREUTH ROOFING 

AND SHEET METAL Representatives in attendance were Cathy Forsyth, Executive Administrative Assistant and Wheeling  
Business Development Manager, Josh Wack. Pictured is Josh and his wife, Kathleen.
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Do you remember...
ANNUAL 
President’s 
Dinner & 
Dance



Locally Owned.
Local Decision Makers.

MyMainStreetBank.com



The Best in Quality, Service, and Experience
Since 1924

Commercial • Industrial • Residential
ØHVAC Services

ØRefrigeration

ØPlumbing

(304) 232-3040
www.heneumann.com

ØProcess Piping

ØFacility Construction

ØCustom Fabrication



O V C E C  M E M B E R S
2 0 2 0  OVC E C  E xe c u t i ve
B o a rd  o f  D i re c t o rs

Executive Director

Jack Ramage
Ohio Valley Construction

Employers Council, Inc.

President

Robert A. Gribben
Grae-Con Construction, Inc.

Mike Baker
Cast & Baker Corporation

Mike Carl
H. E. Neumann Company

Brian Hendershot
Ohio - West Virginia Excavating

John Kalkreuth
Kalkreuth Roofing & Sheet Metal, Inc.

Terry Lavorini
LM Construction, Inc.

Michael Leo
Jarvis, Downing & Emch, Inc.

2 0 2 0  OVC E C  Ad v i s o r y
B o a rd  o f  D i re c t o rs

Michael J. Caruso
McCoy Consulting Services, LLC

Ernie Dellatorre
McKinley & Associates

Michael Gianni
James White Construction Company

Rich Heslop
Colonial Life & Accident

Tom Knight
ERB Electric Company

Rich Lucas
Main Street Bank

Ben McFarland
Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC

Art Musicaro
Nation Road Utility Supply

Kurt Paulus
Yahn Electric

Nick Sparachane
USI Insurance Services, LLC

Bernie Twigg
WesBanco

Glenn L. Walters
Walters Construction

John E. Wright
American Plate Glass, Inc.

Shawn P. Zoladz
Karras Painting, LLC

GE N E R A L  CO N T R AC TO R S
Cattrell Companies Inc
Grae-Con Construction Inc
James White Construction Company
Jarvis Downing & Emch Inc
Kenco Corporation- General Contractors
Landau Building Company
McCart Construction, LLC
Stevens Engineers & Constructors
Volpatt Construction
Walters Construction Inc
Warren Door/Traichal Construction 

S P E C I A LT Y  CO N T R AC TO R S
A & A Construction Inc
Able Concrete Inc
American Plate Glass Inc.
Angelina Stone & Marble Ltd
Atlas Mechanical Insulation Inc.
Beaver Excavating Company
Brewer & Company of West Virginia Inc
Bruce & Merrilees Electric Company
Buckeye Mechanical Contracting Inc
Buckeye Steel Inc
Carpenter Connection, Inc.
Carpeting Unlimited Inc
Carpets by Jamison LLC
Cast & Baker Corporation
Century Steel Erectors
Chapman Corporation
Complete General Construction
Conaway Flooring LLC
DMAC, LLC
East Coast Metal Systems, Inc.
ERB Electric Company
Fire Foe Corporation
The Flooring Center
GPC Contracting Company
H E Neumann Company
Hanson Ready Mix
Intex Services, LLC
Kalkreuth Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc
Karras Painting LLC
Kris-Crete Contracting Inc
LM Construction Inc
LMS Construction Inc
LyndCo, Inc.
Martin Reinforcing
MET Plumbing
Mid Atlantic Maintenance
Mountain Aire Heating & AC
Murphy Consolidated Industries
N F Mansuetto & Sons Inc
Nicholson Construction Company
Ohio-West Virginia Excavating Company
Over & Under Concrete Construction Inc
Parks Drilling Company
Petticord & Son Inc
Power Contracting Company
Quality Steel Erecting
Republic Services
S A Comunale Company
Savage Construction Company

Schenerlein & Sligar Inc
Shelly & Sands Inc
Stewart Electric
United Electric of Wheeling Inc
Universal Inc
Walden Industries Inc
Weirton Lumber Company
Whitacre Rebar
Yahn Electric Company Inc.

A F F I L I AT E  M E M BE R S
4 Seasons Window Cleaning
A G Mauro Company
Advanced Communications
All Crane Rental of Pennsylvania
Anthony Investment Management, LLC
Belmont Harrison Vocational School District
Best Line Equipment
Black Diamond Equipment Rental
Breisch & Crowley, LLC/BCdesignbuild.com
Brickstreet Insurance
Bridgeport Equipment & Tool
Caldwell-McClellan LLC Sign Company
C S McKee LP
City Advertisers
Colonial Life & Accident
Days Inn West
Famous Supply Company
FDR Safety, LLC
Felton CPA
First Choice America CFCU
Glessner Wharton & Andrews Insurance LLC
Graybar Electric Company
Greencore Designs, Inc.
Hazlett, Burt & Watson, Inc.
Health Management Solutions
Hillside Motel
Hughes Design & Gift Gallery Inc
Hull & Associates, Inc.
iHeart Media
Illinois Truck & Equipment
James C. Dawes Company
Jefferds Corporation
Johnstone & Gabhart LLP
Justin Products
Kennedy Hardware Company Inc
Kozicki, Hughes, Tickerhoof, PLLC
LBRA Architecture
Lollini & Sons Inc
Mack’s Inc
Main Street Bank Corporation
Matheson Tri-Gas
Matyskiela & Grant Inc
Mazzella Welding & Fabrication Inc.
McCoy Consulting Services LLC
The McKeen Group
McKinley & Associates
Mobilize 360
Mull Group Inc
Mutual Wholesalers of Wheeling
National Road Utility Supply Inc
NCI - Nursing Corps
Oglebay
Ohio Valley Printing Company

Omni Strategic Technologies
Paramount Preferred Solutions
Paull Associates Insurance/Real Estate
PCS Companies, Inc.
Petroplus & Gaudino PLLC
Phillips, Gardill, Kaiser & Altmeyer, PLLC
Ponzani Landscaping Company 
Precision Printed Products
The Printing Press
Reynolds Memorial Hospital
Rhodes & Hammers Printing
Richardson Copy Concepts
Rocco & Strain Inc
Sands Electric Company
Scatterday Architecture
Specialty Supply Company
Spilman, Thomas & Battle, PLLC
State Electric Company
Steele Insurance Associates Inc
Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC
TaylorMade Printing Services
Top Notch Landscaping & Supply LLC
Totterdale Brothers Supply Company Inc
Truist Financial
TSG
Undo’s Executive Catering Division
United Bank
USI Insurance Services LLC
WA Wilson & Sons Inc
WallacePancher Group
Warwood Media Group
WesBanco Bank Inc
Westfield Companies - Ohio Farmers Insurance
Wheelhouse Creative, LLC
Wheeling Area Chamber of Commerce
Wheeling Office Supply
Whiteside of St. Clairsville, Inc.
WTOV-TV
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The Finest Authentic Italian Restaurants 
and the Best Sports Bars in the region

– all from one family since 1953

A Taste of Italy

Visit Undos.com or follow us on Facebook at Undo’s Family Restaurants

Steaks • Seafood • Pizza • Pasta

Undo’s Catering • We cater any event.  
Nothing too big or too small. Call us at 304-233-5566

Famous Steak Night!  Banquet Facilities Available

Undo’s West
51130 National Road

St. Clairsville, OH 43950
740-695-8888

Undo’s Benwood
753 Main Street

Benwood, WV 26031
304-233-0560

Undo’s Weirton
350 Three Springs Drive

Weirton, WV 26062
304-723-9700

St. Florian Event Center
286 Luray Drive

Wintersville, Ohio 43953
304-233-5566

Richardson Copy Concepts 
72 East Cove Avenue, Wheeling, WV  26003      

(304) 242-1030 
 

Sales - Service - Supplies 
Rentals - Leasing - Quick Prints 

Andy Richardson, Owner 



feltoncpa.com | 304-233-2420 | facebook.com/FeltonCPA/

FELTONCPA a.c.
Accounting + Consulting
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At USI, we’ve become a leader by doing things differently. We bring decades 
of risk management experience, a proprietary risk analysis process and a local 
team supported by the expertise of more than 6,000 professionals nationwide. 
Let us show you how the right plan and the right partner can help protect your 
company’s most valuable assets. Experience the USI ONE Advantage today!

Building Solutions to Manage Risk 

USI Insurance Services
2-22nd Street, Ste. 200 

Wheeling, West Virginia 
304.232.0600 | www.usi.com

Property & Casualty  |  Surety  |  Employee Benefits  |  Personal Risk
© 2017 USI Insurance Services. All rights reserved.  

OVCEC
21 Armory Drive
Wheeling, WV 26003


